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To the REeaDeR, 


EADFR, If thou begin to read ; read through and paſs no 
Cenſure on any Thing, 'till thou haſt read every "Thi: ;; 
"Tis not Wiſdom to judge of a Matter, before we hear :t * 
and if it be not Wiſdom, 'tis Shame and Folly, Pr. 2. 

It may be thou wilt ſay as thoſe did, AQts 17, #5: wil! 
thit BabBler ſay ? Thou bringeſt flrange Things to our *:=; ; 19 «wil 

us. of Chri/?'s Coming before the general Fudgment ; and ci + ri 72- 

furredtion before all be raiſed ; and of Saints reigning a T1 14d 1057: 

upon Earth ; and of a new Heaven and a new Earth, and of the ur1/':7 

of the Old ; and of a great many other new Things which we nc- 
ver heard of before ; we would fain know what+they mean, I rruit :« 
will appear they are not new, but old ; they may be new to ſome Men, 
but I cannot fay 'tis their Honour; and though theſe Th ings be not ac- 
counted as Truths with /5;xe Men mow ; yet wot with all ; "tis more 
than poſſible they will appear to be ſo when I ſhall be here no more. But 

"tis ot a new Thing 79 mock at the Reſurrection of the Dead, as they 

did, As 17.32 ; nor ts /coff at the Coming of Chriſt, as thoſe 2 Pet. 

3, 4- But, Be not Mockers, le/? your Bands be made ſtrong. Why ſhould 

It be tho't incredible that God will raiſe ſome fromthe dead before others, 
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' of that Chriſt will came before /ome Mew look for him ? The Reſurredtion 


ii Zhe AUTH O R's Preface. 
of Chriſt ſeemed to the Apo/iles themſefbes but as idle Tales, when they 
firſt heard of it ; Luke 24. 11. And though Chriit himſelf had told them 
of it before, —ver. 7. All Things will ſeem zew, to ſuch as never ſaw or 
heard of them before: And there will be a Time when all Things ſhall 
be made zew, Rev. 21: 5. And there is a Treaſury which ſome Mea 
have, in which are Things new as well as 6/d. 

And now it may poſhbly be, that ſome are of a quite contrary NMiad ; 
and will ſay that here is nothing new, but what hath been ſaid over and 
over by others, and that long ago. But what hath been faid by others 
every one doth not kpow ; and it may be, here may be ſome Things ſaid 

Which have not been'Taid by others ghat 1 kaow of. But let it be granted 
that others have written of theſe Things, and have been of theſe Opini- 
ons : And if ſo, methinks it ſhould gain the more Reputation, and be the 
better credited in the World by them that are wile. 

Yea, but /ome of thoſe who held thele Opiaions have been foully. »zi/- 
taken in ſome other Things, and thereiorc little Heed 1s to be given to 
them, *Tis poſſible it may be fo : (humanuzrn e/t errare) who durit to 
ealt the firſt Stone at them ? Neither are ſome Failings 1n Men, Rules to 
judge of Truth and Error : To the Law and ts the Teſtizamny, was the 
good old Way : Detrattioa from fſoine Dlcn will add nothing to the 
Derractors, 

Some others refuſe to ſtudy Propheſy, as being too 4bigh and too hard 
for them to underltand ; and many that have cxpuunded. Propheſy haye 
been miſtaken ; There is a Lioa 1a the Sluggard's Way. 'Tis true, there 
are ſome Things in the Prophets hard to be uaderitood ; and fo there are 
ia Paul's Epiſtles, as Peter tells us ; and yet being given by Ioſpuation, 
arc profitable. And as to Pkornesy, We ould do well to give Heed 
to it, as to a Light ſhining in a dark Place, 2 Pet. 1. 19. And they are 
pronounced ble//ed that read and hear Propheſy, Rev. 1. 3. Theſe will 
loſe the Marrow, rather than take Paias to break the Bones. 

I know 'tis beyond what any Man is able clearly to determine all Mat- 
ters and Things relating to what is here writucn, aad to aalwer all Queſ- 
tions cencerniag the ſame ; yet by runing to and fro, Knowledge ſhall 


be increaſed, Dan. 12. 4. And what if 1 (a poor lame Man) run allo ? 


But the Wiſe ſhall underſtand, ver. 10. 
. Yea, but eter Matters and Things are of higher Concernment than 
theſe, To ſuci l ſay, tho' ſome Things may be of higher Concerament 
than others ; yet no Part of Truth but is of Conccrament ; And he reſ- 
pets not any Part of Truth as he ought, that hath not reſpe& to every 
Part of it : And he that thinks the ſubje&t Matters of this Diſcourſe are 
of little Coacerament, will be found to be miſtaken. 

'Tis. more than poſſible, that this Script may fall into the Hands of 
ſome that arc eminent in their own Underſtandings, and are very ſcnhible 
&; their own Sufpcicacy and Abilities in thels Matters 3 whe have read 
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theſe and thoſe learned Men, that are of other Opinions ; call this and 
that Man Maſter ; (a Vanity reproved by the Apotltle, 1 Cor. 1. 13 ; yea 
by Chriſt himſelf ) and ſo conceive they are able (ex tempore) to give a 
full and clear anſwer to all theſe Things, and are reſolved to enquire no 
further, nor to ſearch the Scriptures whether it be ſo or no. There 1s 
more Hope of {ome others than of theſe. Let ſuch know that the Au- 
thors quoted in Favour of what is here written, are in/a/lib/e, and cannot 
err: A Catalogue of whom are to be ſeen at the End of this Manuſcript. 

But ſome others will ſay that this is'an immethodical Thing, and done 
by an inconfiderable Perſon. I readily comply with thoſe that ſo think, 
and that it may want that which is called Method ; if any do not like it, 


. T cannot help it : I had no Scheme of Things in my Head, when I firſt 


began : You have it as I had it, Beſides, I do not pretend any Thing 
to haman Learning, being much a Stranger to it : What Time I have 
ſpent about theſeThings,have been ſhort /zterims pincht out of my other 
Occafiuns : And it may be, if it were to be done again, it might be 
otherwile. 

I might mention ſome others, not a few, who are of Callis's Mind, 
that care for none of theſe Thingr, having other Things to care for, look- 
ing on them as cunningly deviſed Fables. I have nothing to ſay to ſuch 
careleſs ones, but this ;. that. Chriſt will care as little for them anotherDay. 

It may be [ have ſaid too much already to the Reader, and more than 
a wiſe Man would have faid ; and more than I ſhould have ſaid, had 
not there been ſome Neceſſity of it. But I have done, when I have told 
you that 1 am a very o!d Man, and very near another World ; having 
lived far beyond the ſtated Age of Man, and do not know whether I ſhall 
be able to ſpeak when I come to die ; and therefore ſhall leave this be- 
hind me, which will ſpeak when I ſhall ſpeak here no more ; penned 
partly for my own Satisfaftion, and partly with Reſpe& to ſome of mine, 
whoſe Salvation I am caring for,and am willing they ſhould be acquainted 
with ſach Truths as theſe are, *Tis poſhble, and more than poſſible, 
that I may be miſtaken in ſome Things here written ; my Way being 
little (if not too little) trodden by others. But if ſo, being made ſenfible 
of it, 1 ſhall not be backward to acknowledge my Failings, But 'tis no 
good Logick, nor will it be a convincing Argument to me, to ſay, that 
what is here written is not ſo, If ſuch anAnſwer would ſuffice,allDiſputes 
would ſoon be ended ; and it might poſhbly ſatisfy all but ſuch as have. 
their Eyes in their Heads. And if theſe be not Truths which are here aſ- 
ſerted, or propoſed to Conſideration ; thoſe that are of another Opinion, 
may do well to let us underſtand our Miſtakes, and declare their own 


Sentiments herein. | IV T 
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M A T T. XXIV. 3. 


Tell us, when ſhall theſe Things be ® Avid 
what ſhall be the Sign of thy Coming, 
and of the End of the World? 


HESE Words contain three Queſtions propoſed by 
| the Diſciples ro Chriſt for Reſolution ; (1) when 


ſhall theſe Things be ? which Words refer to the 

Deſtruction of the Temple, and City : (2) HF hat 
foall be the Signs of thy Goming 5 "This Queſtion ſeems 
to be rs upon the aſt Verſe of the former Chapter; 
ye ſhall not ſee me henceforth, till &c. implying a OA 
herein the Zews ſhould ſee Chriſt again viſibly ; when 
they ſhould fay, Bleſſed is he that comes in the Name of the 
Lord. "The (3) Queſtion was about theEnd of the Horld, 


when that ſhould be * and what Signs would precede © 
That the World ſhould have anEnd, Chriſt had told then + 


Mat. 13.40. Now that theſe are three diſtin# Queſtions, 
3s evident by three diſtin Anſwers which Chriſt makes to 


. the Diſciples. His fr/? Anfwer, concerning the Deſtry - 


ion of. the /Temple, begins with a Caution, ver. 4, T' 
Heed that no Mon decerve you ; and afterwards deſcribes 
the Miſery of that Nation iti many Particulars, as Signs and 


Forerunners 


c 
i 
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Forerunners of their Ruin, unto ver. 23. See Lute 21. 20, 
But this being paſt, no Notice ſhall be taken of it here. 


The Anfer to'the ſecond Qeſtion begins at the 29'ver. 


of this Chap. and continues to the 3 1 ver. of the 25 Chap. 
and from thence to the End, we have a Deſcription of the 
general Judgment, and of the End of the World : But ns 
Signs preceding either there, or any where elle in Scripture, 
that this Writer knows. 


*. 'The man T bing interided in this Script, is modeſtly 


to enquire ( poſitrvely to conclude any T hing) concerning 


a right Underſtanding of the ſecond Queſtion, and the Arn- 


fwer of Chriſt thereunto, viz. # hat Kind of Coming of 


Chriſt is here to be underſtood'? And here we mult know, 
that there are more Comings of Chriſt than 7zvo. There is 
a ſpiritual Coming in theMiniſtry. Chriſt came and-preach- 
ed in the Miniſtry of Noeh, 1 Pet. 2; and by theMiniſtry 
of Paul, Eph. 2.17. There is alſo a providential Coming 
of Chriſt in ſtupendous Providences : and it may be of this 
Coming Fames ſpeaks Chap. 5.8 ; the Coming of the Lord 
draws nigh, Neither of theſe ſeems to be meant here ; 
nor will the Signs laid down of the Coming of Chriſt agree 
to either of them. For firſt, it cannot be meant of his 
Coming in the Goſpel ſpiritually : for ſo he hath been 
alwavs Coming, and will be to the.End of the World ; and 
no Signs can be given of this Coming. "The like may be 


ſaid conceming his Coming in extraordinary Providences, . 


Other Comings of C:rift might be mentioned ; bur this 
Coming of Chriſt {ems t> be a perſonal Coming : and 
therefore tis ſaid, they /:/! /2e the Son of Man Coming, "viz. 


perſonally. Chrilt is ſe\dom, if ever, ſtiled the Son 0 Man 


in =y other Coming. Again tis faid, he cometh in the 
Clouds of Heaven. Don. 7. 14, One like the Sin of Man, 
came with the Clouds of Heaven : Rev. 1.7; -Behold he 


cometh with Clouds and every Eye. ſoall- ſee hin, and thy 


that have pierced him, viz. the Fews, Zech:12.10:- 


Deſcrigtion of Chriſ.”s Coming in the Clouds of Heaven-fo 


Of "he Signs of Chrift”s Coming. * 3 


often mentioned, cannot be'underſtood of his Coming in 
the Goſpel. Bur it may be (aid, by Clouds may be under- 
{tood 77A Ordinances ; as in 1ſaz. 5. 6. 1 will command the 
Clouds that they 1ain no more Rain upon it. 'To which it 
is anſwered ; *tis not faid there; the Clouds of Heaven, as in 


the fore-mentioned Texts. Secondly, tis anſwered, that 
\ Clouds are forProte4ion from Danger, Exod. 14. 19 ; Iſai. 


4- 5, for a Defence upon the Glory : and fo it may 

well underſtood here. . But, if this ſatisfy not, we muſt 
know, that parabelical Divinity is not argumentative againſt 
plain Texts of Scripture ; and we may not forſake the 
literal Interpretation, where tis not contrary to the Analogy 


of Faith. 


Let us conſider a little further of ſome of the Signs 
foregoing th:s Coming of Chriſt, and ſee how they will agree 
with any other Comimg but a perſonal Coming. For the 


Suddenneſs of it is compared to Lightening which is molt. 


quick, viſible, and alſo terrible, ver. 27. deſcribed alſo by 


gathering together of the Eagles, ver. 28. It cannot be un- 
' derſtood of the Roman 5, called the Abomination of 
! Deſolation : For that was paſt long ago before theDeſtruc- 


tion of the Temple, ver. 15. and therefore ſuch an Inter- 


retation is foreign from the meaning of that Text. By 
Fagles therefore are to be underſtood Saznts rather : By the 
Garcaſs, or Body, as Luke renders it, Chap. 1 7. ver. 24—37. 
is to be underſtood Chriſt : and the Apoſtle 2 T bef. 1. 3. 


ſpeaking of this Coming of Chriſt, ſpeaks alſo of our ge 


thering together to him ; foretold ”; Facob long before 


Tncarnation, Gen. 49. 10, To him ſpall the gathering of the 


Peeaple be : and the P/almiſt ſpeaking of ſuch a fiery tempeſ- 
tuous Time as is like to be at this Coming of Chriſt, tells 


us, that God calls to the Heavens above and to the Earth. 


t9 gather together his Saints, Pſal. 50.3,4: and in ver.31. 


of this Chap. tis ſaid be ſhall ſend his Angels with a great 
} Seund of a Trumpet, to gather together bis Eleit from one, 
1 £:d of Heaven to the other : which it may be is the fame 
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| Light to the Earth, Gez. 1. 18 : and thoſe Ordinances 


| elſe js here meant. Let us fee what the Scripture ſpeaks 


- 
* 


ſpoken of, 1/ai: 27. 12, 13. when the great Trumpet ſhall 
nip al and the Children of 1/eel which are ready ta 
penſh in the Land of .Afjria ſhall be gathered one by one, 


end ſhall worſhip the Lord in the holy Mount of Feruſalem. 


Now, tis probable theſe Gatherings together will be of all 
Elect Jews and Gentiles ; done partly by a Sight of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and partly by the Mzrni/ſtry of Man; 
of which we may poſlibly ſpeak more fully hereafter. 
 Ancther Sign of Chriſt's Coming is; T he Sun ſhall be 
dqarkned, and the Moon not grue berLioh end the Stars fall. 
from Heaven, &c. Let us conſider here, what may be meant 
by Sun, Mpon and Stars, and then ſee how tis a Sign of 
Ghrils. Coming in the Goſpel, -There are /ome that un- 
derſtand it /zterally, that theſe celeſtial ies ſhould be 
darkened by frequent EOS and that the Stars ſhould 
kf. fall to the Earth. But we knew that Eclipſes are 
ardinary and common Things, and are, and have been 
ig all Ages, and are prodyced by natural Cauſes ; and there- 
fore this ſo underſtood cannot be a Sign of Chriſt's Com- 
ing in the Goſpel, or any other Way : much leſs by falling 
f. Stars to the Earth, which is a Thing impoſſible ; the 
Diameter of the Earth not being able to contain one Star. 
Beſides, they are- by an Ordinance of Heaven ſer to give 


cannot , be changed, Fer. 31. 36 : therefore ſomething 


: 


to, this. "Thoſe. Words then are metaphorically to be un- 
derſtogd : Far there are other Suns, Moons & Stars, which 
we read of in Scripture. Gen. 37.9, 10. There is men- 
tion. made of: Sun, Myon and Stars : where Superiors both 
ſupreme and fubordinate are repreſented under that Notion 
* Sun, Moon and Stars. Tt may alſo ſignify the Fall and 
Ruin of States, Monarchs & Moenarchys. 2 Juul we read 
at the Fall of the Bavylonian Monarchy ; of the darkming 
of the Sun, and the Mzqon not giving ber Light, nor the 
Stars of Heaven, nor the Conſtellations thereof, Iſai. 13. is 


| of ihe hui Grits © Ab. FY 


and Chap. .14. 12; the King of wh hole 


Heaven, and call\d Larger, Sep coho 
ag 9 


Fall of dumee is repreſented 40 j" "by the 
beiup. difſelved, i. e. Syn: Moon and Stats 
Hence we read, Kev.6, at the opening. of il j ef ek Seal, of 
theSun's becuning black asSackelath,and.th h a Bd : 
which ſome underſtand of therFalb of the Zen Page 
Empire : And : 8..12, at another remarkable. 
7 we read of a third Part of theSun, Magn and $i9rs. 
| ered: And Chap. 16.8, the fourth Aunget powred: $46.4 kf 
Fil onthe Sun, Le. the antichriſtian State, or /ame-.emment . 
Perſontn ut We read alfo in. Zeel 3.15, :0f the Sun 4nd 4 
. | Moen being. Harkened, and the Stor withdrawing their ; 
| Light : and Chap. 2 31, that, the Sun JÞgll, be tonnes nlp 
, | Darkneſs, and the Ada, inta Blood c. And when, will this 
EF ? \Jihen he will gather all Natiqns. into. the 
phat, and plead with. them there, both Pagan. | 
on Enemies : this ſeems tg be their mon 
rockreb at Armg eeedzan, 7 5 when the K: 
r nnfls whole SIG 5, 
that great Day. » 
be He Trig : ; When he OS 


the 1 
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in-Ezeb ehiet Chop.31& 39. 2 andExpre: elm, 
t of ' pleading age 4 ji. withSword & = og 
odand Fire ; all one-with' that, na honed |4ACv. 
I 2. And whenihis (all bye ; | 
World indeed; when theſe.Suns a 
rkened and farhed into Blood, and ſo'm: 
de fall,,/ But wheriwl}-this be? 
y+,ver: tt. ws ata | 
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4 Of the Signs of Chriff's Coming. 
ſpoken of, 1/ai. 27. 12, 13. when the great Trumpet ſhall 
be blown, and the Children of ae! which are ready ta 
penſh in the Land of .AfJjria ſhall be gathered one by one, 
and ſhall worſhip the Lord in the holy Sh of Feruſalem. 
Now, tis probable theſe Gatherings together will be of all 
Eleit Jews and Gentiles ; done partly by a Sight of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and partly by the M:ni/try of Man; 
of which we may poſlibly ſpeak more fully hereafter. 
 Ancther Sign of Chriſt's Coming is ; T he Sun ſhall be 
darkned, and the Moon not groe her Light, end the Stars fall 
from Heaven, &c. Let us conſider here, what may be meant 
by Sun, Mpon and Stars, and then ſee how tis a Sign of 
Chriſt's Coming in the Goſpel. There are ſome that un- 
derſtand it /terally, that theſe celeſtial Bodies ſhould be 
darkened by frequent Eclipſes, and that the Stars ſhould 
really fall to the Earth. Bur we know that Eclipſes are 
ordinary and common "Things, and are, and have been 
Ig all Apes, and are prodyced by natural Cauſes ; and there- 
fore this ſo underſtood cannot be a Sign of Chriſt's Com- 
tag in the Goſpel, or any other Way : much leſs by falling 
of Stars to the Earth, which is a Thing impoſlible ; the 
Diameter of the Earth not being able to contain one Star. 
Beſides, they are: by an Ordinance of Heaven ſer to give 


| Light to the Earth, Gey. 1. 18: and thoſe Ordinances 


cannot , be changed, er. 31. 36 : therefore ſomething 
elſe js here meant. Let us ſee what the Scripture ſpeaks 
to. this. Thoſe Words then are metaphorically to be un- 
derſtood : Far there are other Suns, Mons & Stars, which 
we read of in Scripture. Gen. 37.9, 10. There is men- 
tion wade of: Sun, Myon and Stars : where Superiors both. 
ſupreme and fubordinate are repreſented under that Notion 
K., Sun, Moen and Stars. It may alſo ſignify the F7ll and 
Ruin of States, Monarchs & Monarchys. Hence we read 
at the Fall of the Basylonian Monarchy ; of the darknin 

of the Sun, and the Mzqon not giving ber Light, nor the 
Stars of Heaven, nor the Conſtellations thereof, Iſai. 13. - 
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{ Overthrow at lg er ; when. the Kings of the Earth 


the Heathen, and; fell the Places with dead Bodies an 
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| and bloody World indeed ; when theſe Suns and Moons are 


tl inthe latter Days,ver. tt. and 3 long before the: a 
At 


Of the Sens of Chriff's Coming. 'g 


and Chap. 14. 12, the King of Babylen'is faid to fall from 
Heaven, and call'd Lacifes Son of the' Morning, The 
Fall of {dumes is repreſented to us by the Feſt Heezen 
being diffolved, i. e. Sun Moon and Stars being. darkened. 

Hence we read, Kev. 6, at the opening of the ſixth Seal, of 
theSun's becoming black as Sackeloth,and the Moor aÞ lod : 

which ſome underſtand of the Fall of the Romani Pagan 
Empire : And Chap. 8. 12, at another remarkable. Period 
we read of a third Part of. theSun, Magn and $1ars darks 
ened: And Chop. 16.8, the fourth Anget poured: put 4 
Lal on the Sun, 1.e. the antichriſtian State, or ſome eminent 
Perſonin it: Wereadalfo in Feel 3.15, of the-Sun and 
Moon being larkened, and the Stars withdrawing their 
Light : we Chap. 2. 31, that the Sun ſball be turned into 
Darkneſs, and the Mam inta Bload :, And when Wy this 
.be ? 1 hen he will gather all Nations into the Valley of 
Fehoſhaphat, and ac with them there, both Pagan and an- 

tichriſtian Enemies : this ſeems to be their great and. .laſt 


and of the whole World fall be gathered together to the 

Battle of that great Day of God Almighty. Hlherto: may 

be refgrred that in P/al, 110. 6 ; when he ſhall judge EL hek 
P; 


wound the Heads over many Countries... And it maybe tis 
THEN, they, 1. e. the Jews ſhall fall, and look on-the 
Carcaſes af the Men that bave tran ed bk Gad, aj. 

66, 24; for then by Fire nd" Stvord 4 (fthe Lord plead 
with'all Fleſh, ver. 16: A Scheme of this- bats 55 8 we have 
in- Ezekiel Chop.38:& 39: andExpreliong of the lamelmy 
pat of pleading againſt them withSword &: Peſtilenee, aud 

loed'and Fire ; and is all one with'that mentioned |. 
19,.and Zoe! 2. And when: this ſhall:be, 1c will he 'a k 


thus Jarkenied and turned into Blood, and ſo mafy Stays of 
the firſt Magnitude fall, - But when will- this be + Th 


\ fay Peace and Sefety : A Thme of Senſuality ; as in » 


- Now let him that Readeth underſtand and conſider whe- 
ther theſe Signs, or any other, will agree with Chriſt's} 


6 Of the Sign of Chrift's Coming. 


Tr will-be at or about the Calling of the Fes, Joel 3.1; 
and ſpoke of, Ezekie/ 37, immediately before this. great 
Defiru&ion : then theſe Suns and Moons will be aſhamed 
and confounded, when the Lord of Hoſts ſhall reign in Mount 
Sion and in Feruſalem, and before his Antienis glorioufly, 
Ifai. 24. Thus we ſee what may be meant in this Text by 
Sun Moon and Stars, and what by being darkened ; by 
comparing it with other «Scriptures. Now let it be corfli- 
dered how well his Sign will agree- with the Coming of 
Chriſt in the Goſpel. | 
The next Sign to be taken Notice of as preceding the 
Coming of Chriſt, is, touching the T me ; it will be at ſuch 
a T inte as is unknown toMen or Angels. Hence he is ſaid 
to'come as a T hief, Rev. 16. 15; & Chap. 3.3, Lehold 7 
come as a T hief: And he threatned to come to the Church 
of Sardis as a T href, and thou ſhalt not know in what Hour 
F wwill come upon thee. This Coming, will be ſecretly, ſud- 
denly, unexpefedly, and unavoidably. Furthermore; it will 
be a T ime of general and deep Security ; when Men ſhall 
Days of Noah and Lott, Eating and Drinking, Marrying 
and giving in Marriage : A fleepy World ; wiſe Virgins! 
as well as fooh ſb, flumbering and /leeping,whenChriſt comes | 
as a Bridegroom ; which 1s not at the general Fudgment ; 
for the. wiſe Virgins will not then be afleep ; neither will it 
then be a Time of general Security andSenſualiry, as it was 
in the Days of Negh and Lott, as we ſhall ſhow hereafter : 
And the Sor of ' Chriſt's Coming extend to the 3oth Ver. 
of Chap. 25th ; when the Son of Man cometh, ſhall he find 
Faith on Earth, ki | 


coming in the Goſpel. | 

But becauſe-mo/? Men underſtand this Coming to be to 
ihe loft Fudgment, and do grant it to be a perſonal Com 
ing ; {et us now conſider how all theſe Signs will agrec,an | 


by | 


of * 


} oned in the Scripture of his coming to the 
/ly, * 
b P 
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be Forerunners of Chrilt's coming to the laſt Judgment : 
And which Coming is ſpoken of Chap. 25, from Yer. zoth 


to the End ; or whether there be any Signs at all menti- 
aft Fudgment. 


And here of Neceſſity, ſomething muſt be ſpoken of the 
TropsanpsYEaRs, and of theState of Things here, during 


: thar Time; as alſo of he firſt Reſurreftion, the: Kingdom 


of Chriſt in this Y/orld, Rev. 20, and other Things coin- 


| cident. And, 


the 3 


: 


(C Firſt, ) Whether there be ſuch a Term of Time or no, 


as the T houſands Years ; ( Secondly, ) Whether it be paſt 
{ or future ; and (T hirdly,) "The Time -7hen it doth begn,or 


from what Period it doth commence. 


L 'To the j#r/ of theſe, that there is /ach a Thing or 
Term of Time, is that which hath been aflerted by. Men of 


| Note in all Ages ſince the primative Times ;. a Catalogue 


-_ 


{” of whom might eaſily be produced if Need were. But, this 


Do&tcine of theT houſandYears nggdg,no humanTeſlimony :. 
We haye a more ſure Word of Prophely, which:we ſhould 


do we}-to give Heed unto. In Rev. 20, it is expreſs'd no 
leſs than foeTimes over, a Thouſand Years, and T he T hou- 


fand Years, with an Emphaſis. And the Apoſtle Peter, 


Chap. 2. 3, ſpeaking of the Day of the Lord, and Perdition 


1 ff ungodly Men.; tells us, that one Day with the Lord is a 


Thoyſand Years : which ſome think refers to 1his Time : 
But whether they do or no,we muſt and qught to believe it : 
for this is one of thoſe Sayings that is faithful and true:Rev. 
22.ver.6,; and if any Man ſhall ſay otherwiſe, and take. away + 
from the Wards. of this Propheſy, God /ball take away his 
Part out of” the Book of Life. | {Fe 

| Let us enquire what the Scripture ſpeaks to this Point ; 
that there ſhall be a Time in which God will deſtroy the 
Wicked of the World, and the Enemies of his Ehurehrand 
People ; and that there ſhall be a Time of Peace, and 


"dom. from all perſecuting Tower - a Time of treat Hol, 


2 


| PAY ' 
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neſs and 'Happineſs; a Time wherein he will pour out 
Fr his Spirit im great Abundance from on high ; fuch a Time 
1M as was never yet ih the World ; a Time of refreſhing from 
_ the Preſence of the Lord ; Times of the Reſtitution of all 
Things : and 2h:/e Times have been ſpoken of by all the 
19 holy Prophets ſince the World began. The Truth is, it is 
4! the Time of the Duration of Chriſt's Kingdom in 
198 this World ; which 'is to be given to him efter the 


7; and which he is gone to receive for himſelf, and to re- 
turn, Zu, 19. 12. 


" TY b - as 
« t 
4 tad. 4 * 
_—_— \ Ma 


by all the holy Prephets, 'we will enquire | what every one 
of them have ſpoken to theſe Things. We ſhalt begin 
with Isaran : Chap. 2. 2, the Prophet tells of a Time when 
the * Mountain 'of the Lord's Houſe - ſhall. be eſtabliſhed 
 #n the Top of the Mountatns, and be exalted above the 
Mills ; when he ſhall judge among: the Nations, and rebuke 
many People ; when t 
bled, &'c. 'And when Wall This be ? It ſhall be 7 the laſt 
Duys : is yet future: Ir hath never yet been accompliſh- 
&d. This call'd the Day of the Lord, ver. 12, when he 


not If up Sword againſt Natron ; no-mote War then, ver. 4. 
T's trite, there will be a bloody World © before this' Day 
coties; and Diſtreſs among Nations foregoing Chriſt's Com- 
ing, Lub,21, Met. 24; Dan. 12. But afterwards it will 
be otherwiſe ; when they fhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all 
OP holy Pounteir ; for the Earth will be filled with 
the Kniwledge of the ard, Chap. 11.9 ; the Light of the 
Mgon ſhall be as the Light of the Sun, and the: Light of the 
SH» Jev T6 p:36.26 3 no more weeping then,ver.1 9. 

h4whet ſhall this be ? Tr ſhall be when Chri/t fall reiph 


- 


n 
| * Seqtedble Flabithtions ; "when the Fews ſhall be 
fir 

My | 


” 
o 


as 
4 ; F e 


Deſtruftion of the little Horn ; as is clear from Daniel 


alone fhall be exalted ; aTime of Peace when Nation ſhall | 


447 reſs, Chap. 32.1; and when his People jholl I: 


; ba 
% 


* 
. 


the Sails $aiſel, and Jive and reige 1056 Chg 


——_——__ OT, 


* And ccing ſuch Times and Things have been ſpoken of | 


Looks of Men ſhall be hunt- 


4 
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a T houſand Years. Themntis, ther Eyes,fhall fee the King | 


| in his Beauty, and ſee Ferufalem a quiet, Habitation, and 4 


gr det - At ELD 


Lord, our Fudge, our Lawsgiver, and our King, Chap. 33. 
17, 20, 22. Then tis, there ſhall be 'fach Holeneſs, Chap 
235.8; and everlaſting Foy ſhall be. on their Heads, and 
Sorrow and Sighing Real flee away. Then, and mot till 
then, will God create new- Heavens ;' Feruſalem a rejoic- 
ing, and ber | People \8 Foy; Chap. 65.17,.18, 21. Then 
ſhall they build Houſes, a)u;hbkbit them ; plant Viheyards, ' 
and eat the Frum” of them' ;"and "y enjoy the Works of 


$ their Hands, None of theſe Things have yet been accoms. 


pliſhed ; nor will be tll:: that Trcked be revealed whom the 


| Lord fball conſume with the Spirit of his Mouth, and deſtroy. 
| with the Brightneſs of his Commg, 2 Theſi 2.8. 
{ . Neither can theſe Things be underſtood to be 77 or after. 
| the general Fudgment. For then there will be no Building. 
| of Houſes, nor planting of Vineyards, nor eating the Frum, 


of them, nor 'lang enjoying the Labour .of their Hands: 


| It muſt be gfter the Calling of the Fews ; this Promiſe: 


having ſpecial Reſpect to rhem : and therefore all this and 


much more will be in :heT bouſand Years. In the beginning 
of which Chriſt will come in the Clouds of Heaven viſibly, 


| Þ as hath been ſhewed before, to jadge the Man of Sin, and 


| all other Enemies which ſhall be found in Arms againſt 


| him. And 4h:s T houſond Years muſt be placed between 


Eo ——_ _ ———_y -* 


53A. 2. ow, fad: 


I'that ever then there: 

{rho*.chey'\will be Shaverigg lic Gibeorites were, wnd chains 

Jed up/a8ubk Devil. be uliochat white 3 bur: ar, laſt will 
WR 


this Appearance of Chriſt and rhe general Judgment, which 
will be after the laſt Reſurrection. Bur of this rgore may 
be ſpoken when we come -ro ſpeak to the third Queſtion, 
when this 'Time ſhall begin. Thoſe alſo that hold-rhat 


8 the gererv/ Fudgment will begin at the be nning of \ the 


T houſand:Years, and ſocohtimne that whole 'Term,of Time, 


F are utterly miſtaken. ' For beſides what hath been ſaid 


before as.to buildmg hey wa. ; the \Scripture is clear, 
ill be wicked Men Tn the TPorld, 


be 
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be ſo multiplied that they will be as the Sand of the Sea ; 
and at laſt being-deceived by the Devil, when he is let looſe 
at the End of theſe T houfand Years, they will make-an 
Attempt againſt the Saints, to their own Ruin : and that this 
ſhould be in the Time of the general Judgment, is a Thing 
not to be believed. 

- We have already ſhewed what one Prophet hath ſpoken : 
but becauſe theſe are the Times of the Reſtitution of all 
"Things ſpoken of by all the holy Propbers which have been 
fince the World began ; let it be enquired into what the 
reſt of the Prophets have ſpoken. 
| - JexEM. 3. 14, Godtells them there that he would britig 

*#hem to Sion, and at that T ime they fhould call Feruſalem the 
T hrone of the Lord, and all Nations ſhould be gathered to 
tt, ver. 17. And Chap. 30.3.9, the Prophet tells them, 
the Days ſhould come, that God would bring again the Cap- 
troity both of Iſrael and Fudah,and they ſhould ſerve theLord 
their God, and David their King. Fer. 31, the wholeChap. | 
throughout ſpeaks fully to the Point in Hand. The Pro- 
phet EzEKiEL alfo, Chap. 36, tells us of a T ime when God 
' would gather them, (i. e. the Jews) out of all Countries, and | 
bring them to their own Land, and cleanſe them from 
their Filthineſs, pour aut his Spirit on them, and they 
 fJhould be his People, and he would be their God + all which 
is yet future. Yea the /aſt nineChapters ſpeak in a myſti- 
=: Way of the State of the Goſpel Church in the T houſand 
Years. | 
. Let us ſec further what DanttL ſpeaks. He tells us $i 
what ſhall be in the latter Days, that is in the latter End 
of the 4th Kingdom, viz. the Koman ; which is now on his 
Jaſt Legs, if it hath any Leggs left. We are ſure he hath 
Feet ; upon which the Stone cut out of” the Mountain with-Y 
, out Hand ſhall fall and break the whele Image to Pieces from 
the Head to the Feet, Why, then, and not till then, {ball 
the God of Heaven ſet up. a Kingdom, which ſhall never 4 
&eſtroyed, nor paſs over ta anethe} People, but. ſland foreve 


4 
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and become a great Mountain and fill the hole Earth : what 
elſe is this but the Mountain of the Lord"s Houſe exalted 
above the Hills ? or any other Mountain than this, cannot 
be meant of a ſpiritual Kingdom: for that doth not break 
| other Kingdoms to pieces, as this doth ; and ſuch a Kingdom 
| is not now to be ſet up. But it may be ſaid, what's this to 
: | the Point in Hand, viz. to the Coming of Chriſt, or the 
| } Thouſand Years ? Let us therefore further enquire, and we 
| # ſhall ſee thatDanzel ſpeaks up to the Caſe, Chap. 7. 1 3-14; 
* | 7 faw, faith he, in the Night Viſions, and one like the Sox 
4 of Man came with the Clouds of Heaven, and came to the 7 
r | antient of Days, and they brought him near before him ; and W 
e | there was piven to him Dominion and Glory, and a King» "3 
9 dom, that all People Nations and Lay ſhould ſerve 
, him ; his Dominion 1s an everlaſting Dominion, that 
- | rot paſs away, and his Kingdom that [hall not be deſtroyed. 
d | But her ſhall this Coming of the Son. of Man be ?--Ir 
>. | ſhall be ben the little Horn, viz. the Beaſt is lain, and 


m | of Fire and Brimſtone. And anſwerable to this,is that clear 
'Y & Text, 2 Theſ. 2.8, whom he fball conſume with the Spirit  ' © 
hn | of bis Mouth, and deſtroy with the Brightneſs of bisComing ; ©\ | 
1- 8 which is generally underſtood, eſpecnlly by the learned, So 
1d | ro be a perſonal * Arey for ſo much doth the Word.in 
_ the or:g1nal import ; and 1s no other, than bis Coming with .. 
us | Clouds above-mentioned ; and that of Mat. 24, elſe» a5 
nd where. -And this muſt of. Nenctiny be granted ; . except { 2 
SY we ſhall fay, tis at the End of the Thouſand Years (which 
hy is not yet begun as may. be ſhewed hereafter) when. Chriſt 
tb-Y comes to the general :Judgment ; which-no Man in his right 
omy 'Underftanding will affirm : and fo it will enforce a Comin 
* of Chriſt per/onally before. the End of the World. "Add 
this'is further hinted tous, Don. 12..1 ; at that T imp (viz 
"whenthe 7 urk ſhall be deſtroyed, and come to his En 
py, : - | Chap. 


- | © his Body deſtroyed and given to the _—_ Flames : agree 2 

4 | ing direQtly with Rev. 19. 20 ; where tis ſaid, the Bad was -. 

d | taken, and with him the falſe Prophet, and caſt into the Lake 3; 
4-7 


oo tt ol re = 


1 
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 flandeth for theChildren of thy People ; an 
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Chep.1 1.45, ſhall Michael ſtand up, the great Prince which 
7 at thatT ime hall 
they be deltvered; and not long after is-1hat happyT ime,which 
he 1s bleſſed that warteth for it and cometh to it, ver. 12 ; 
which ts no other then the T houſand Years. 
Hosza alſo ſpeaks of the fame "Thing, and of - the fame : 
'Time above-mentioned, Chap. 1. wlt. when 1he Chil- 
dren' of Fudah and the Children of Iſrael ſhould be gathered 
together, and appoint themſelves one Head in that great Day 
of Feareel ; 'and Chap. 14. throughout. JotL allo tells us 
of a Time, when Feru/alem ſhould be holy, and no Stranger ' 
pays through her any more, Chap. 3.17. Amos alfo ſpeaks 
of a Dav when God will raiſe up the Tabernacle of David 
that 1s Pen and cloſe up the Breaches thereof, and "raiſe 
up his Ruins,ond build it as in theDays of old, Chap.g. from 
wer, tx. to the End. Osnap1au alfo to the ſame Purpoſe ; 
that upon Mount Sion ſhall beDeliverance, and there ſhall be 
Holineſs, ver. 17, and Saviours ſhall come updn Mount 
Sion, ard the Kingdom ſhall be the Lord's, Joxan is a 
Fhiſtary, no Prophefſy. Micay' 4. 1; 2, 2, but # the laſt 
Dao. ir ſhall $4 to paſs, & ; the fiebe with [/a. 2. 
Nanvum fpeaks of a Time, 'when the Ficked ſhould be 
omong the People of God no more, but be utterly out of, 
Chap. 1.15. Fapakku, Chap. 1. 14, the Earth ſhell bt 
Filled with the Knowledge of the Lord as the Waters cover 
the Sea, ZEPHANIAH, IN . 2. 9—20, 1 will turn to the 
People a pure Language, that they nay call on the Name of 
wicg be gt him with one conſent ; in that Day it 
ſhall be ſaid fo Jerafalem, fear not, and to Sion, let not thy. 
Honds be ſlack, the Lord thy God in the midſt of thee 1s 
mighty, &c. | 
AGGAI 2. 7, The Prophet ſpeaks of a Time when 
God would ſhake the Heaven and the Earth, and ſhake all 
Nations : and ver. 22, that he would overthrow the T hrones } 
4 Kingdoms, and the Defire of all Nations ſhould come. $ 
3s true, this hath been 7 Part fulfilled at the fr/fComing: 
J | of 


Of the Thouſand: Yeats. 1g 
-þ | *f- Chriſt, . when-the legal Diſpenſation' was :taken' .away'5 
1] |} and fo much the Apoſtle implies Heb. 12 :'but that:Shaking 
- | did-not overthrow the Thrones of Kingdoms, as this. Shak- 
 - F ing ſhall, The Apoſtle who wrote after the legal Didpen- 
I fation was ſhaken ro! Pieces, tells us.-of another: Shakrug 
\e Twhich' God had promiſed, which was future. | And. aber! 
/. {may this be ?.It may be *tis. when 'theDeſire of all Nations 
-4 Fihall-come the -/econd-T ime, "to ſitup: his-own | Kingdom; 
ry $4 -when the Beaſt jhall be flain, and. his. Body. deſtroy: 
is ed; nd grven - to.\ the burning Flames .; when. the 
or Ancient of Days ſhall fit ; then, and not *till.then, 
vs Wwilltheſe T hrones be cajt down, Dan. 7,9. Andithat Time 
;4 (will be a-ſhaking Time indeed ; when not only. the Earth, 
/e but the Power of Heaven ſhall be; /baken'alfo ; Mat. 2.4. 
Luk.2t, And the/e Heavens and Earth 4o fhaken.muit be 
.. (removed y, and a new Heaven and Earth .created that: faall 
, Remain before the Lord; Tſai. 66.22: And fo the: Apoſtle. 


» Welk us Heb. 12, of a Kengdom that\cannat be ſhaken ;. by 4d 

a Ivhich''we muſt underſtand the whole:Kingdom of | Chriſt, "58 
2 nd not only Ns. /:r:tual Kingdom, bat: his external 'alfo, b. 
_ hich be ts. gone to recerve;; which is an everlaſting Kingdom, -—q 
>» Wand ball never poſi away ta another. People ; which maſt "Y 
# Femain when tholeThings that are ſhaken muſtberemoved. 


> | - See alſo what the-Prophert Zecnartau ſpeaks Chop. 8.9, 
heLord ſauth, I am:returned td Sion, and will dwell ant 
to Grnrid/t of Feruſalem ; and Ferufalem: ſpall be called-a:Cit 
of of. T ruth; the Mountain of the Lard of Hoſts, the: bh 
* {-Mdountain.. See ver."4, 5, 6,7, 8 ; & Chap. 12, 13, -04- 
; {4 be-Prophet ſpeaks of hctle elfe, bur the Glory and Holt 
© Ihefs. ofthe #wiſh Church, after their Converfion.toChrift, 
here is yet one Prophet more who'is yer to ſpeak; and, 
hat is MaLAacai; and he ſpeaks of the Day of the Lord 
hat ſhall burn as anOven ; and all thati'do W ichedly:/ball.be 4 
$7ubble, and the Day that cometh ſhall burn them up} and Iy 
e ſhall tread them down, for they ſhall be Aſhes under the ; 
 BSoley of your. Feet. But it may be thought-chat this Burn- .*X 
v. "I & nz p. 
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ing ſhall be at the /a/? Zudgment. Tis true, there wilt 
then be the greateſt Deſtruction by Fire that ever was or 
ſhall be ; for then they will be deſtroyed all, Kev. 20. 9: 
but tis likely, it will be otherwiſe now, conſiſting only of 
ſuch as are aCtually in Arms againſt Chriſt. But that there | 
will be a great Deſtruftion by Fire at this Tune, the Scrip- / 
ture is clear, ſar. 66. 15. 16, For behold the Lord wilt 
come with Fire,and render his Rebukes with Flames of Fire ; 
fer by Fire and Sword will the Lord plead with all Fleſh, 
and the Slain of the Lord ſhall be many. See Ezekiel 38.22, 
Words to the ſame Purpoſe. And when this Burmug ſhall 
be, the Sun of Righteouſneſs hall ariſe with healing in his 
HW ings ; and his People fhall go forth, and grow up as 
Calves of” the Stall : and when the Hearts of the Children 
ſhould be turned to their Fathers ; what elſe is here meant | 
but theConverſion of the Zew1i/b Nation ; that they ſhould J 
be turned to ſerve the God whom their Fathers ſerved: , 
which will be long before the End of the World. ,  F 
I might weary the Reader with Quotations ; but have ff ; 
only ſingled ont ſome among many, whereby it doth evi- 
dently appear, that the'T1Me of Tys RESTITUTION oF ALE ff | 
Txixss ſpoken of A. 3.21, cannot be meant of thef þ 
l 
a 
n 


laft Fudgment : for that is not the Time of the Reſtitution 
of all Things {ſpoken off by all the holy Prophets ; but the 
Annihilation of many Fhiags : Neither have all theProphers 
' Jpoken of zhe laſt Fudgment ; norany one of them: who a, 
have been mentioned, that I know of ; neither ever. is the} b 
laſt Fudgment repreſented to ug, by T imes as I remember ;}| tt 
but always by « Day, the Day of Fudgment, the Day off 
the Lord. See Rom. 2.16; Ad. 17.31; Mat. 11.22; andtt 
12.36; 2 Pet. 3. 10, and elſewhere; and therefore ſome-+ 
thing elſe is meant by ResTITuTIoN oF AtL Tings; 
which we- ſhall next enquire into. ; 
Reſtitution in the original ſignifieth, the ſetting of ; 
"Thing in his right and ancient State ; as is well known 


fome : and the ſame Word with that 48. 1. 6. To reftor 
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by Reſtitution of all Things, may- in general mean a 
new State of Things in this World : and more eſpecially 
the Converſion or Reſtoration of the Fervz/hþ Nation to 
the Love and Favour of God; to be again the Church and 
People of God ; to reſtore them to their own Land ; to 
reſtore the Kingdom to 1/7ael ; to reſtore their Judges as 
at the firſt, and theirCounſellors as-at the beginning, fas. 1 ; 
to reſtore Comfort to them and their Mourners ; to reſtore 
Joy and Sorrow ; and Sighing flee away, Chap. 35 ; to re- 
ſtore Peace like a River ; ſee for this 7/as. 66. 12, 13 ; and 
57.18, 19, Theſe Things have been ſpoken of by all the 
holy Prophets, as hath been largely ſhewed before ; and are 
no other then the T ime of the Reſtitution of all T hings,and 
the T houſand Years, Then the Enmity of the Creature 
| hall ceaſe, Hoſea 2. 18 ; they ſhall not deſtroy nor hurt in 
| all God”s boly Mountain, Iſai. 11.9: then ſhall Enemies be 
| deſtroyed, fo as not to perſecute any more ; ſo that it may 
well be called a Time of the Reſtitution of all T hings, 
| and T mes of refreſhing from the Preſence of the Lord : 
' for then, therr S:ns ſhall be blotted out ; fo that tho* they 
ſhould be fought for, they ſhall nat be found. And this will 
be a T ime of Refreſhing, not bnly to the Zewiſh Nation, 
but to the Gentiles alſo : for the renewing of them will be 
as Life from the Dead to the Gentiles. , Pal all this, and 
much more which might be mentioned, hath never yet been 
accompliſhed ; nor ſhall be,till the grandEnemies of Chriſt - 
be deſtroyed, and the third-HY/o T rumpet found. And that 
the Time of the Reſtitution of all Things ſhould be after 
the general Judgment is began, is to me incredible; and 
therefore it will neceſſarily follow, that theſe T imes of the 
Reſtutution of all T hings, is a Term of Time between the 
third-H{o Trumpet and the general Fudgment. And what 
{I Time may we think it to be but the T houſand Years of \ 
Chriſt's Kingdom in this World ; which will commence im- 
diately after the Deſtruftion of his Enemies, and the 
Calling of the eros, and continue till the general Fudg- 
LA C 2 menty 
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ment; and at this Time of Reſtitution it is, that Chriſt will 
come, At. 3.21, and :deftroy the Man of Sin, with the 
Brightneſs of his Coming : except we ſhould ſay, that he 
ſhould not be deſtroyed till the End of the T houſand Years 
or gereral Fudgment'; which 1 think no Man of Under- |} 
ſtanding will affiem. | , 
- 'Bariit may be thought that 2he/# T houſand Years are | 
paſt-long'ago. That is then the 
*-II. Thing to be-enquired into. And here we muſt 
know, (1) that theſe T houſand Years cannot be in anyPart | 
of theKezgn of the Beaſt ; and (2dly) that in the Space of 
theſeT houfand Years Satan muſt be bound, and ſhut up in'the 
bottomleſs Pit : Both theſe: muſt be granted. "Thoſe 
then that affirm that theſe Years are paſt, let them begin 
them when they will ; will have a Part of the Reign of 
the Beaſt included in'them. 

* "Again, we find, that in the beginning of the Thouſand 
Years, tb9/+ that ſuffered under the Beaſt were to be raiſed 
and" reign with Chriſt, Rev. 20 ; and 'tis abſurd to ſay,that | 
any of the raiſedSaints that were to reign withChriſt ſhould 
ſuffer after the:r Refurredion, and in the Time of their 
Reign : Their S#erings muſt go before their Reigning 3 
according to that of the Apoſtle 2 7 m. 2.12 ; & Kon. 8, 
7; which is not a reigning in Heaven, as poſſibly may be 
hereafter ſhown. Nor hathSatan hitherto been bound ; and 
this 'Thouſznd Years are 79 to begin, *rill Satan be bound 
from deceiving the'Nations. Now Satan hath hitherto de- 
ceived the Nations in allAges and Generations, inDo&rine, 
by Paganiſm, Arianiſm 3 and to this Day doth, by many o-! 
ther damnable Hereſies :- And canwe ſuppoſe that he harh: 
been, or now is bound? ' What:may we think he will dothen 
when he is looſe ? And therefore this Thouſand Years 
and Kingdom of Chrift is fiot yet begun ; becauſe noGene> 
ration haye ever yer been ſo happy as to be free froni"his 
Deceprionsin oneWay ororher. By this theri which hathbeex 
ſpoken, it may appear to any whe will notwilfully by hel 
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Eyes; that the Thouſand. Years of Satans binding and the: 


Saints reigning are yet future; and therefore we ſhall infiſtn 
further upon it; but come to the, 


IIId. Thing to be ſpoken to, as was propeſed; that is for 
what Period of T ime it doth begin. To anſwer in general, 
This Thouſand Years begins when Chriſt comes to ſet up 
his Kingdom in this world. And here we mnſt know, 'That 
of that *Day and Hour, no ner Year, when Chriſt will come 
to ſet up his Kingdom, Chriſl hath told us, no Man knowerh, 
no not the Angels, Math. 24: And when the Difciples 
(44s 1.) would needs know, whether at that T ime 
Chriſt would ſet up his Kingdom, or reſtore the Kingdom to 
Iſrael ; Chriſt doth not deny the Thing, which doubtleſs 
he would have done if there had been no ſuch Thing ;and have 
reQtifyed their Judgments, and informed them better : - but 
otherwiſe he only checks their Curioſity, and tells them, 
*rwas not for them to know the T rmes and Seaſons which 


the Father hath put in his own Power : And Zuk, 17. 20, + 


when the Phariſees demanded and would know of Chriſt, 
when the K:inodom of Chriſt ſhould come ? he tells them,: #f 
came not with Obſervation ; neither ſhould Men ſay,” Ls 


here, or lo there ; but he would come as Lightning, fud- 


denly, terribly ; / /hall alſo theSon of Man be in his Day + 


and goes on to give them ſome general Signs, as Security 


'Y and Serſuality ; as it was 71 the Days. of Noah; and as it, 


, was 1n the Days of Lott ; Eating ans Marrying; 
Building and Planting, &c ; and knew - nothing *till the 
Flood came ; even thus fhall' it be when the Son of Mun 
foull be revealed, ver. 26, 27,40. And Luk. 19. 11, There 

- were ſome that thought that the Kingdom of God ſhould imme- 
ately*appear; butChriſt gives them to underſtandotherwile ; 
and-repreſents himſelf as 'a+ certain noble: Man that went 

. to a far Gountry, to receive for himſelf a Kingdom and.» 
Feturn: And ver 15, when he was returned;having receiv- 
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ed the Kingdom, then he calls his Servants to account, and. 
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paſſes Sentence on them. Hence he is ſaid to judge quick 
and dead at his Appearance and his Kingdom, 2 Tim. 4. 1. 
And therefore when he comes to ſet up his Kingdom at the 
Sounding of the Seventh T rumpet ; at that Time he is 
faid to judge and to grove Rewards to his Servants, Rev. 11, 
I5, 18, So that at his Return will be the Time when this 
Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall appear, and the 'Thouſand Years 
begin. k 
ut to enquire a little further concerning Tat Time, and + 
ſee what theScripture ſpeaks to it : and we ſhall find, Rev-10, 
5, 6, 7 ; that under the ſixth T rumpet, which rs the ſecond 
Woe T rumpet, Chap. 9. 12 ; the Angel, which is CnztsT, 
who ſets his right Foot on theSea,& his left Foot an the Earth, 
and lifieth up his Hand to Heaven, and fweareth by him that 
liveth for ever and ever, that\ there ſhould beT ime no longer ; 
but in the Days of the Koice of the ſeventh Angel, when 
he ſhall begin to ſound, the Myſtery of God ſhould bg finiſh- 
ed, as he hath declared to his Servants the Prophets, What, 
Should the World be now at an End, that 'I'ime ſhould 
be no longer ; ,when the ſeverth Angel faunded? No, not 
| ſo; but then T ze ſhould be no longer to the Beaft and 
other Enemies of. Chriſt ; *'and: then the Myſtery 'of God 
ſhould be finiſhed. But what may this Myſtery,which muſt 
be finiſhed after the Sound of the ſeventh Trumpet, be * 
which is the laſt T rumpet ; after which none ſhall Sound, 
but the T rump of God at the laſt Fudgment, 1 Cor. 15.52 ; 
at the ReſurreGion of the Dead ; And this theApoſtle calls 
a Myſtery : but this is nt theMyſtery of God here meant ; 
forGod had net declared this to his Servants the Prophets : 
Much lefs is it the Myſtery of” Intquity, 2 Thel. 2. 7; 
for that is not the Myſtery of God, but of theDevil. There: 
1s yet another Myſtery of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks Rev. 
II.25 ; and that is the Calling of the Fews : And this ' 
Myſtery hath been declared to all theProphets, as hath been | 
ſhewed before : And this Myſtery of God is to be finiſhed: 
under the ſeventh T rumpet, and at the pouring out \of " | 


(4 
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laſt Vial :For then *tis ſaid; [t 1s done. What is that which 
is done ? Then the Myſtery of God 1s fulfilled, Chap. 10: 
7: Andat the fn out of this V 1al;whch is contempora- 
ry with the ſeventh 7 rumpet, there: will be Voices, and 
LT hunderings, and Lightnings, to ſtrike Terror into the 
Minds of Men, and there ww1ll be a great Earthquake 
ſuch as was net ſince Men were upon the Earth, ſo mighty 
an Earthquake, and'ſo great : It will ſhake all the King- 
doms of this World ; rake the Heavens, and ſhake” the 
Earth ;, the Lord will ſhake all the World by it; and 
Things ſo ſhaken muſt be removed, that what cannot- be 
ſhaken may remain : but of this ſomething hath beert ſpo- 
ken before. But what may ibis Earthguake be, which 
ſhall thus ſhake the whole World, and ſuch as never was 
fince Men lived upon Earth ? I do not underſtand it of at 
Earthquake properly fo called : but fo as it repreſents to 
us great Changes in the World, and *Di/tre/* of Nations, 
. with Perplexity, Mens Hearts failing them for Fear, 
and for looking after thoſe 'T hings which are coming . on\thg 
Earth : For the Powers of Heaven fhall be ſhaken, Lak. 
21. 25, 26. We read of a great Earthquake Rev.'6, at 
the Opening of the fixth Seal: And it was ſo great, that 
it ſhook the Pagan Roman Empire ; ſor ſo Interpretorsuns 
| derſtand that Place ; the whole Pagan Emperial . Harld) 
Sun, Moon, and Stars thereof : and this introduced a ble(- 
ſed Change for the preſent. So that we ſee ſuch Earths 
quakes ſignify great Changes, and affrighting Judgments;by 
Wars, and otherwiſe : and ſuch will. be at tbe Sounding of 
the ſeventh T rumpet, and the pouring out of the laſt ial | 

Rev. 16. 14, we read-of- the Kings of the Earth, and 
of the whole World gathered together, to theBaTTLE of the 
GREAT Day of Gop ALMIGHTY ;: And it is the /ame Bat- 
tle ſpoken of by the Prophet Eze#:el, Chap. 38. & 39 ; 
$ for that was to be in the latter Day, ver; 16.: And it muſt 
'Y be at, or after, the return of the Zews to their own Land ; 
\ which is yet future, And-the Prophet Ze! allo ſpeaks Ly 
T x me 
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fame Battle-Chap. '3. 2, For behvld in thoſs Days andin that 
Z ime, when'[' fball-bring again the Captivity of Jadah and 
Jerufalem ; 7 will gather all Nations, and bring them down 
to the Valley of Jehoſhaphar, and plead with them there. 'A 
more general War-like Afſembly was never krown in the 
World :, and by Means: whereof, there will be:\ſuch an } 
Earthquake as was never . heard: of ſince the World began: || 
And this will be all at the ſame Time, "the vr, of \'the |} 
Fews ; at the fame' Place Judea; Ezet. 2 4, how uh the 
Mountains of Iſrael ; Joel 3.2, intheV/ alley 24 Tells 7 
Rev. 16.16, « Armageddon; i Fo this Time- the Prophet 6 
{ſaith retersChap. 63. 1, 2, 3, &c. where Chriſt 'is'repre- : 
/ 


ſented as treading ah Wine-preſs, treading his Enemies in 
Anger, trampling. on them in Fury, Garments: ſtained with 
theit Blood : Juſt the fame with'Rev. 14 15,20. Thruſt 
'#n thy Sickle into the Ba#th, -and” gather: the = irie of "the i | 
Earth + and the An gel thruſt in his Sickle, and gathered fb 
the. V ine of the. Forth, and caſt it into the. GA ine-preſt © E 
of the Frath of God. But more of this, when - we come | ( 
ro-ſpeak of the- great Battle of: Goes and MacoG; Fool | h 
"_ sto the /ame Purpy/# and the ſame Time"; then ÞÞ tt 
en go into'the Cleft of the Rocks, and into the Tops > 
ofthe ro ed Rocks, for Fear of whe Lord, and for theGlbry Þ} © 
of: bis Nhaieſty, <uben he atiſeth terribly to'ſbake the Earch, U 
this Intle above-written, - we- may par a judge _ {BY 
rhis Nhquake is like to bez and- t6'd6 whith' is 10 b- 7 
agwas not ſince Men lived upon- Earth : 'For now the vid | 
Horld will he at an Endand the newl/orld w7H begin; whick” RP 
the. my (ie calls theH/Yorld to come, eb. 2.45. Dhasmucty 
uffice for Anſwer to the /hird Oueſtion,' propoſed to 
ken to, ie. vben the Thouſand Years will bepin, and - 
all e Kingdoms of this World: become the Kingtomns of * 
out Lord and his Chriſt, and/he'to reign for ever andevert Wc 
And'this is one of the moſt remarkable Dario wee at | 
ou ſite the "World boys IV, 
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Of the Kingdom of Chrifl, 21 
Concerning the glorious State of this Kingdom of Chriſt 
in this World, ſomething hath been hinted before, which 
may be further evinced from the Scriptures. And F3rft, 
as to a plentiful Effuſion of the SpigtT, promiſed ; that it 
ſhall be poured out from on high, when the/ilderneſs ſhall 
become a fruitful Field, Iſa. 32. 15 ; which is to be under- 
ſtood of greatMeafures anJDegrees of all favingGrace : Pro- 
miſed alſo Zechx 2. 10. to be poured out _ the Houſe of - 
8 David, and upon the Inhabitants of Jerufalem : But when 

isit ? when they ſhall look on him whom they have prerced 
and mourn. Alſo Ezekiel 36. £7, [will put my Spirit with« 
in you, and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes : But when ? 

HW hen they are gathered out of all Countries, and brought to 

their own Cos Ver. 24. | 

And this will not only be {t.) a Spirit of Licur and 

KNowLEDGE ; but (2) there will be muchHoLmess : It will 

be to ſuch a Degree as never was in 'the World ſince the 

Beginning of it : So great, that ſome Men have thought, 

& (though I am not of thatOpiniop)that there will be no, Un- 
holineſs (at leaſt) not in the Saints ; bur that theSubjeRs of 
J this Kingdom ſhall ſin no more. See furthes what the 
| Scripture ſpeaks to this, Ifa. 25.8, An high Way ſhall 
© be there : And it ſhall be called the Yay of Helineſs : The 

Unclean ſhall not paſs over it, Hence called God's holy 

Mountain, Tſai. 65. ult ; the Mountain of his Holineſs, 
Yer. 31. 2 : Upon the Bells of Horſes and Pots ſhall be 
Holineſs, Zech. 14. 20. (3dly) As to Ri6uTEousNEss; the 

People ſhall be all Righteous : they fhall inherit the Land 
W/2rever, 1/ar. 35. 8. Hence they are called a righteous Na- | 
zon, Chap. 26. 2 ; T he Habitation of Fuſtice, Fer. 31. 23. 
S Here Righteouſneſs aud Pract will kiſs each other, P/a. 
B85 ; which 1s next propoſed to Conſideration. For CnztsT 
goeing the Prince of Peace, 1a. 9.6 ; there ſhall be Peace 
$1 his Kingdom, and under his Government. The Moun- 
tains ſhall bring Peace 10 his People, Pſal. 72.3 : In bis 
Ways foall be abundance of Peace, fo lon» as the ___ _ 
, uret3; 
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22 Of the Kingdom of Chriſt.” 
dureth, ver. 7 : and I am ſure that will be 79 the End, of 
the T howjand Years. Again, Great fhall be the Peace of 
thyChildren, 1ja. 54. 13 ; Peace to him that ts far off, and 
Peace ts him that ts near,Chap. 57. 19 ; Peace like aKiver: 
A Succeſlion of Peace, as of Waters in a_ River : Zeruſe- 
lem ſhall be a quiet Habitation,and a peaceable reſting Place, 
1/a. 32.18; & 33. 20, T hey ſhall not learnÞar any more ; 
nor any Weapon that is formed againſt them ſhall proſper. 
Again, there will be Joy : when the Lord reigneth, the 
Earth will rejoice, Pal. 97. 1 ; and ver. 8, Son heard, and 
was glad, and the Daughters of Fudah rejuiced : ſing for 
Foy of Heart, Iſai. 65. 14, rejoice with Foy and Singing ; 
everlaſting Foy will be upon their Heads; and they ſhall 
obtain Foy and Gladneſs ; and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall flee 
away. Pherefore in this Kingdom of Chriſt, during the 
T houſand Years, there will be no more Apoſtacy or Backs 
{liding in Holineſs ; or as it was in the Days of Neeh and 


Lit, when the. World was filled with Violence,and all Fleſh} * 
had corrupted their Way. Neither is there the leaſt Hint} * 
in Scripture of . any Backſliding after this "Thouſand Years] 
is begun, For then there could not be everlaſting Foy on'f © 
their Heads, nor could Sorrow and Sighing flee away. 
No more pricking Briar, nor grieving T horn : no more 
Perſecution by wicked Men : no more v:olent Death, nor 
Sorrow, nor Crying, nor any more Pain, pon any ſuch ac-f] ; 
count ; For then | <aak, and Sighing would not flee away, ; 
nor would "Tears be wiped from their Eyes. We , 
may further take notice that this Time will be a Time off ., 


great L16HT. T he Earth ſhall be filled with the Knowledge 0 4 
the Lord as the Waters cover the Sea: T he Light of the E 
{14o0n ſhall be as the Light of the Sun 5 And the Light of the y 
Sun as the. Light of ſeven Days : At the T ime f the En 
Knowledge ſhall be increaſed, Dan. 12. 4. | 

'Then there will be a glorious Accompliſhment of Pres 
4if19ns and Propheſies, which now to us are dark and obs 
ſcare : and the Book which is now ſcaled at the Time 


£8 Eng, will be opened, My 
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Much more might be added to what hath been written ; 
but we ſhall at preſent give ſome Scriptures which ſpeak of 
this EXTERNAL AND OUTWARD HareiNEss. Firſt, long Life ; 
Iſai. 65, there ſhall be no more thence an infant of Days, 
nor an old Man that hath not filled hisDays ; for theChild 
ſhall die an Hundred Years old ; for as the Days of a 
Tree, are the Days of my People. | 

Apain, they ſhall enjoy « Fulneſs of other temporal 
Bleſſings '; build Houſes, plant Vineyards, and eat the Fruit 
of them, Tſar 65. T heir Floors ſhall be full of Wheat, and 
the Fats ſhall overflow with Wine and Oyl ; and they ſhall 
eat int plenty, and praiſe the Name of the Lordi, that hath 
dealt wonderfully with them ; and they ſhall never be aſhamed, 
Joel 2. 'Then will be fulfilled according to theLetter ſpoken 

y our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Mat. 5. 5, Blefſed are the Meet 

for they ſhall inherit the Earth : which hitherto they have 

not done. . Oh, glorious T hings are ſpoken of thee, O City 

of God, Selah, Pfal. 87, 3. Great is the Lord, and greatly 

19 be praifed in the City off our God, in the Mountain of 
Holineſs, beautiful for Situation, the Foy of the whole Karth, 
the' City of the great King, P/al. 48. 1, 2 : which Places 
ultimately refer to this Time, and the glorious. State of the 
Church in the laſt Age of the World, 

'The Church of old was called, the Lord's Portion, 
Deut. 32. 9 ; his pleaſant Portion, Jer. 12.10; his Inhe- 
rttance, Iſai. 19.25; and the dearly beloved of his Soul ; 
his Treaſure, Exod. 19.5; his Glory, Iſai. 46. 13. But 
the Goſpel Church is call'd a Crown of Glory, Tai. 62. 2 ;; 
the Houſe of his Glory, a royal Diadem. Theſe are high 
Expreſſes of the Glory of the Church in the Thouſand 
Years of Chriſt's Kingdom in this World. | 

And thus, I have written a little, and but alittle ; may 
' ſrea Glimpſe, and but a Glimpſe, of Sions Glory ; much 
4} of which is yet to come. And from all that which is here 
© written we may gather, that if the Times immediatel ff 

\Fearig'che per ſonal,vilible = glorious Appearance of Chriſt 
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at his ſecond _ be Times of deep Security, general 
Senſuality, open Prophaneſs and Apoſtacy, as hath been 
declared before; then it muſt needs be, that Chri/t will 
_m_ before the T houſand Years : becauſe after thoſe 

ears are began, there will be no ſuch Times of Wicked- 
neſs and. Prophaneſs, as hath been alſs ſhewed before : 
but the r/t is undeniable ; and therefore the ſecond muſt 
and will neceſſarily follow : for it cannot be imagined, by 
any that know or underſtand any Thing, of the glorious 
State of the Church during that Time, which hath been 
mentioned before, and which hath been ſo abundantly de- 

clared both by the Prophets and Apaltios, ſhould ever apoſ- 
tatize fo as to be. as it was in the Days of | Noah and Lott, 
when the whole World was corrupt & filld with Violence, 
Read their woful Wickedneſs, Gen. 6. & 19; and then 
conſider if ever there will be ſuch Wickednefs committed 
during the T houſand Years of Chriſt Kingdom in this 
World : and there is not the leaſt Hint of declining : 
and.if not, then it will be a Truth that Chriſt will come 
before that Time. 


And now having written ſomething of Chri/?”s Coming, 
. and of the T ime and Manner of it, and of the Srgns fore- 
going it; in further Proſecution thereof, we ſhall propound 
ſeveral Scriptures to Conſideration, and then,as God ſhall 
help, 'write ſomething of the Keſurredton of the Body and 
of Fudgment to come. 

| Firſt Let us conſider of ſuch Scriptures as ſpeak of 
this Coming of Chriſt. We have formerly ſpoken of Zech. 
I'2. 10:; they fball look on him whom. they, 1. e. the 
_ele&t Fews, look on Chriſt whom they in their Fore-fa- 
thers pierced and mourn for him; as one for an only Son ; 
with a great and general Mourning ; Lands mourn, Fami- 
hes mourn apart [Propheſed of Fer. 31. 19; by fmiuting on, 
the T high, and by being aſhamed and confounded. And-yhis- 

is not a deſperate,but a penitential Mourning; as is a 4 


” 
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For *tis when. the Spirit of Grace and Supplication is 
poured out upon them ; and when a Fountarn is opened for 
them for Sin and for Uncleanneſs. Nor can this be referred 
to the general Judgment ; for then will be no ſuch Fountain 
opened ; then twill be too late to repent. And this muſt 
be underſtood of a perſonal Appearance : how elſe ſhould 


they look on him? they ſhall ſee theSon of ManComing in the . 


Clouds of Heaven, Mat. 24.21 ; 26. 64: that 1is,not with 
an Eye of Faith ; for that is the Evidence of Things not 
ſeen ; but with their bodily Eyes, Kev. 1.7; behold he 
cometh with Clouds, and every Eye ſhall ſee him ; (whether 
they have Faith or no) and they alſo that have pierced him. 
And who can tell but this might be one Reaſon why Chriſt 
was peirced, that the Jews might be convinced and fo: eon- 
yerted at the Sight thereof, See. Zech. 14. 4, his Feet 
ſhall and at that Day upon the Mount of Oltves : In what 
Day ? Why tis in theDay whenChriſt ſhall come and all his 
* Sarmts with him, ver. 5 ; and when the Fews ſhall ſee him 
and mourn, It was from this Mount he aſcended ; and'fo 
he was to come aghjn in like Madner, .A#. 1.11. And 
doubtleſs the Place to which Chriſt comes,will be in Zudee ; 
and at or near Feruſalem, where all Nations ſhall be gather- 
ed togetber to Battle, Chap. 14. 2. 
Another Scripture is Met. 23. ult, Je ſhall not henceforh 
' ſee me until ye ſhall ſay bleſſed 1s be that cometh to us in'the 
Name of the Lord : then they ſhall cry as the Multitude 
did, Moat. 21, Hoſanna in the higheſt, i. e. acknowledge 


Chriſt to be the Meſſiah, and be converted : whereby we 


may gather, that then they ſhall Tee him. And in A@. 3. 
21; whom the Heavens muſt contain or receive until- the 


Times of the Reſtitution of all T hings : and then God would 


fend Feſus ; but of this before. Like unto this is thatP/2l. 
L110. I, Sit thou at my right Hand till I make thine Enemies 
thy Footſtool : implying, that then Chriſt ſhould ſer at the 
"8 Fathers right Hand no-longer ; and all this before the gene- 
i mnlJudgment. Again, P/al. 102. 16; when the Lord or 
WEST build 
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build up Sion, he fhall appear in his Glory : then he will 
hear the Groans of the poor Priſoners, and-proclaim Liber- 
ty to the Captives. | 
Another Scripture is 2'Thef” 2. 8 ; *tis ſaid there that 
Chriſt ſhall deſtroy the Man of Sin with the Brightneſs of 
his Coming, or appearing, 1. e. a perſonal Appraring : the 
Word Eprphania imports a perſonal Appearance : And 
Chriſt is ſaid to:come down from Heaven, to bind Satan, at 
the Beginning of the T houſand Years ; and the Beaſt was 
to be deſtroyed before that 'Time, Rev. 19. 20, and caſÞ 
alive into Hell. | 
-  T ſhall inſtance only in one Scripture more ; and that is 
in Heb. g. 28 ; *tis faid there that Chri/t ball appear the 
ſecond T ime without Sin to them that look for him, to their 
Salvation. Whether all that ſhall be ſaved by him look 
for his Appearance, or whether he will appear to the Salva- 
tion of any other the ſecond 'Time ; I ſhall not derermine: 
Only this, that, in an Hour when good Servants think 
not of, the Son of Man comes, Matt. 24.44 ; and to 
the evil Servant in a Day when he laled not for him, ver. 
\ 50 : I ſhall ſpeak only to the Time. Burit may be tho'r, 
that this 'Text' makes againſt ſuch as hold that Chriſt 'will 
come before the general Judgment : And- it may be not. 
I know that moſt Men, who underſtand any Thing of theſe 
Matters, do underſtand, and that rightly, that this Appear- 
ance the ſecond T ime is a perſonal Appearance of Chriſt ; 
but think that ?tis at the Jaſt Judgment. But that 1s their 
Miſtake ; for the Apoſtle knew well, that the ſecond Com- 
"g of Chriſt would be to deſtroy the Man of Sin and other 
nemies, and that long before the laſt Day, 2 T heſ. 2. 7 
and had told the T hef/alonians fo; and had told theRomans 
what 1/a:ah had ſpoken, Chap. 59. 20, that the' Redeemer 
ſhould come to Sion, | to them that turn from T ranſpreſſion un 
Jacob, and applics it to the Converſion of the Fews, Rom. 
I1. 26 : and he knew it would beat his ſecond Comrng,out 
of Zec. 12, 10, & Matt. 24. 30,long before theEnd of the. 
Fu 2: Þ World i 
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World : and therefore did not- mean. the laſt Fudgment in 
this Place. And whereas *tis ſaid, be /ball come the ſecond 
T ime without Sin to our Salvation ; we know, or may know, 
that Salvation in Scripture is taken more Ways than one. 
"There is a temporal Salvation, as well as a ſpiritual and an 
eternal Salvation : and *ris a temporal Salvation intended in - 
this Text; as I underſtand, Luk. 1.71; Chriſt was- to 
ſave his People from their Enemies, and from the Hands of 
all that hate them ; that we being udelivered out of the Hands 
of our Enemies,might ſerve him without Fear. And indeed the 
great York and Buſack thatChriſt hath to do in this World, 
at his next or ſecond Coming, will be to deſtroy his Enemies ; 
and to deliver his People, that they may ſerve him without 
Fear, which hitherto they could never do ; therefore 'tis 
faid, 2 T hef. 1. 6.7,*T 1s a righteous T hing with God to 
recompence T ribulation to them that trouble you ; and to you wor 
who are troubled Reſt, or Refreſhing, as the Word may be W 
rendered : But when ? this hath never yet been, no ; but Wh 
it ſhall be at his /econdor nextComing,zwhen he ſhall be revealed Wh 
from Heaven with bis mighty Angels, and when he /hall 
come to be glorified in his Saints, ver. 10. And*tis likely 
theſe are thoſe T imes of Refreſhing, which ſyall come from 
the Preſence of the Lord ; and that Reſt mentioned Heb. 4, 


that is remaining to the Saints and People of God. When - - 
Perſecution cealed, the Churches had Reſt, AS. 9: - Ip j+ 


| Much more might be written to ſhow, that the. n2x+: or 
fecond Coming of Chriſt will. be long before the general 
Judgment ; but let this ſuffice. And now let us cenſider 
further, what Chriſt will do at this his next Coming. He 
will appear perſonally and viſibly, as hath been ſhewed : 
And as he went, A@. 1; he will come with the ſameGlory, 
as when he comes to the general Judgment ; ſitting on a 
Throne as a King': And he comes with Ten T houſand of 
bis Saints, Fud. 14 ; comes and all his Saints with him,Zec. 
x2. And the 7/2 T bing thatChriſt will do when he comes, 
©" US he 
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muſt know, that there is a fr/t Reſurretion, and there is a 
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he will raiſe up the dead Saints, or ſome of them ; and this 
is called the firſt Refurrettion, Rev. 20. 4 And here we 


laſt. Refarreion ; and that there is a firſt or — - 
ment, and there is a /aft or ultimete Fudgment, which the 
Scripture ſpeaks of : and it will fall in_ naturally to ſpeak 
of them both together. And the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1 5, ſpeak- 
ing largely of the RefurreQion, doth imply a. priority and a 
poſteriority of the Reſurre&ion, ver. 23 ; where *tis faid, 
Chriſt the firſt Fruit, afterwards they that are Chriſts at 
bis Coming. But whatComing ? to the general Fudgment? | 
No, but /ong before that Time : For at the general Judg- 
ment not only them that are Chriſ?s ſhall be raiſe]; but 
ell that are in Graves, ſmall and great, all that are in the 
Sea, or in Hell ; all muſt = before his judgment-Seat, 
2 Cor. 5, the Bad as well as Good: and therefore there 
is a Refurreion of ſome before that Time. Beſides, the 
Apoſtle ſays, every one ſhould be made altve in his own Or- 
der ; Chriſt was the firſt Fruit above 1600, Years ago, ef- 
terwards will be the Saints or ſome of them at his Coming ; 
AFTERWARDS, (for ſo is the Word in the Original, as T have. 
been informed,) cometh the End. What End ? Not onl 
the End of the T houſand Years, but the End of the erld, 
as tothe preſent State of it ; and then, as I conceive, will * 
be the laſt Reſurrettion and the general Fudgment : Aﬀeer * 
the End of which the Kingdom ſhall be delivered to God: 
even the Father, and God ſhall be all in all, The Sum 1s, 
that as there is a /ong intervall of Time between the Reſar- | 
rettion of Chriſt and theReſurretton of thoſe that areChriſPs 
at his Coming ; 1{o more than a few Hours or Years will be. 
between the Reſurrection of theſe, and the laſi Reſurretion : 
and ſo much doth the Word [Order] import and imply a! 
Diſtance of 'Time ; there being no mention made that I 
know of, of any Riſing of any at Chriſt's ſecond Coming MW 
but of zho/e that are his : And if this be not the Meaning: 
of this Scripture, 1 know not what is. - 2 
h 


The next Scripture we ſhall mention to this'Purpoſe is, 
that ſo much controverted Place, Rev. 20. 4, Fobn in a 
Viſion ſaw the Souls of them that were beheaded Yor the 
Witneſs of Feſus, and for the Word of God, and which had 
not wor 7 ann theBeaſt nor his Image, nor recerved his Mark 
in their Foreheads, or in their Hands ; and they Irved and 
reigned with Chriſt a T houſand Years ; but the Risr of 
the Dead lived not again till the T houſand Years were 
finiſhed. So that tis plain by this Text, that /ome ſhall r1/e 
a Thouſand Years before others : and thart is here called the 
firſt Reſurretion. 
Burt becauſe moſt Men think that this is not to be under- 
ſtood of a bodily Reſurreftion, but of a ſpiritual Reſurrec- 
tion in Kegeneration ; let us enquire what the Scripture 
faith to this Point, and what may be faid in Anfwer to thoſe 
that are of that Opinion. And here, tis readily granted; 
that Regeneration in Scripture is called Reſurretion ; but 
this ſeems not to be the ReſurreQion here meant ; but this 
8 Reſurretion is rather to be underftood of a bodily Refſur- 
reCtion, and that it cannot be meant of Regentration, for 
theſe Reaſons ; 
Firſt, Regeneration or this ſpiritual Refurreftion did 
} begin ſhortly afterMan'sFall,and hath continued ever ſince; 
and ſhall'to the End of the World : but the firſt Refur- 
© reftion here ſpoken of did 'not begin fo early as Adem's 
Fall; but is to begin with the Thouſand Years of Chris 
Reign ; therefore Regeneration is not the ReſurreQtion 
| ſpoken of. Again, (Secondly) They were the Souls of 
Men already beheaded which Fohn faw ; and their Reſur- 
FreQtion did follow their Death, and not go before' it ; and 
-Yrwas never known that ever any Man was regenerate after 
Death : and therefore byReſurreQion here cannot be meant 
"YRegeneration. Again, (T h:rdly ) If by RefurreRtion here 
- We meant Regeneration ; it would follow, that many of the” 
Saints ſhould riſe many Hundred Years before theirR&gn ; 
\Wehere being no lefs Time between their Calling or Regene-! 
E ration, 
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ration,and the beginning of Chriſt's Kingdom, or the'Fhou- 
fand Years of the Saints Reign. Again, ( Fourthly) It by 
Reſurreftion be meant-Regeneration ; how can it be that _ 
they ſhould reign immediately after their Reſurrection or 
Regeneration, or begin-their Reign all at once, or continue 
it, but a Thouſand Years. - 

Or if any ſhould ſay this Reign is the Saints reigning 
with CyrIsT in Heaven; ſuch mult know that tis on 
Earth, Rev. 5. 10. And if it were in Heaven, it would be 
More than aThouſand Years. And beliges, after tz.sThou- 
ſand Years there will be an Attempt of War, Kev. 20. 
but no Enemy was ever ſo bold as to engage in a ar 
in Heaven, And thus we may ſee. what lJamentable Con- 
ſequences, if not Abſurdities, will tullow upon ſuch Me- 
taphorical or Allegorical Expolition of Scripture ; where a 
literal Interpretation is not contrary to theAnalogy of Faith, 

The next Scripture we ſhall take Notice of is Zohn 5. 
25. 28, The Hour cometh, and new 1s, when the Dead ſhall 
hear the Voice of the Son of God and live, ver. 25. We are 
not ignorant that this Scripture, as well as that of Kev. 20, 
is by many, if .not moſt, underſtood of fuch who are dead 
in Sin ; who ſhall hear the Voice of Chriſt in the Miniſtry 
of theGoſpel,and ſhall live ſp:r:tually,or be regenerate. But 
whether this be the Meaning, or (at leaſt) the proper Mean- 
ing of the Apoſtle in this Text, we ſhall Enquire. And 
here if we view the Context, we ſhall find thatChriſt ſpeaks . 
of raiſing the Dead in x proper Senle, ver.21.; and of 
Fudgment to come, in a proper Senſe, ver. 22. & 27. And 
the Occaſion. of this Diſcourſe was, the Cure of the impo- 
tent Man, at which the Jews were offended, and did there- 
fore perſecute Jeſus and ſought to {lay him, ver. 16. Chriſt 
tells them they ſhould ſee greater Works than theſe, that 
they might marvell, ver. 20. he tells them, that the Hour 
was congng, and now *is, when 'the Dead ſhould hear his 
Voice and live : as if Chriſt ſhould ſay, do ye marvel 
that I have healed thisMan that hath been aCripple this 38. 


Years; Þ 
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Years ; he tells them, that the Hour was Coming when 
the Dead ſhould hear his Voice and live : and not many 
Hours -after, Chriſt did razſe up dead Lazarus, and the 
FZerws did ſee it. Nay not long after that, many dead Bodies 
of Saints aroſe by the Power of Chriſt, and appeared to 
many ; and for ought I know, to ſome of theſe Fews, Mat. 
27.52, 53 : So that this was fulfilled according to the Let- 
ter. Further, we muſt know that the Word | Hour].in 
Scripture is ſeldom taken for an Hour properly fo called ; 
but moſtly for a longer T ime ; and ſometimes for Periods 
of Time, as in Mat. 20. mention is made of the thrrd, ſixth, 
ninth and eleventh Hour : and ſometimes tis taken for @ 
' very long T ime, even to Years and Ages. T he Hour of 
T emptation which ſhall come upon all theWY/orld, Rev. 4.10, 
1s a long Hour. And I have heard, that the ſame Word 
which 1s tranſlated Hour, in this Text,is in the 1 7oh.'2. 18. 
tranſlated T ime, viz. the laſtT ime : and if there be nothing 
in'this #/7h of 7h repugnant to ſuch a Tranſlation ; © why: 
ſhould we not as well read it, viz. the T zme is- coming,”as 
well as the | Hour | is coming. But upon a' Suppoſition,; that 
this former Expoſition be not the Meaning of this.25thr 
Verſe; why then may we not underſtand the Meaning of 
it to-be, the T ime cometh when the Dead ſhall hear rhe 
Voice of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall livezviz. 
ſhall riſe and live, and ſo be the Sarnts of the firſt Reſur- 
reftion, called the Reſurreion of the Fuſt, Luk. 14.14 ; 
when God will give Rewards, which is at the Sounding of 
the ſeventh T rumpet, Rev. 11. 15.18. For then there: is 
a Reſurreftion, when the Kingdoms of this Yorld ſhall be 
the Kingdoms of our Lord, and when he ſhall take to him- 
felf his great Power and reign. And why may not [theſe 
be the Wine, of" the firſt Reſurretion ? 
Or if neither of theſe ſhould be the Saints of the firſt 
ReſurreQtion ; let us ſee if we can find it in ver.28.:Chriſt in 
this ver. tells the Zews, they ſhould not marvel at what he 
{# Had ſpoken before about raiſing the Dead, and the Execu- 
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tion of Judgment-; but tells them, the Hour or Time was 
Coming in which ALL that are in Graves ſhould hear his 
Voice, and come forth, &'c. I think all Men that believe 
any Thivg about a Reſurre&tion do underſtand, that Chriſt 
in this Verſe ſpeaks of a BedZly Refurretion. But moſt 
take. it for a ſingle Reſurretion, viz. of all Men Good and 
Bad at one Tome, at the laſt Fudgment ; and do utterly 
deny any firſt or other Reſurrection at all, And I confeſs 
I ſhould be ready to think fo too, had not the ſameApoſile 
Rev. 20. told us in ſo. many Words, that there is a jfr/? 
Reſurre&ion ver. 5, when ſome lived and ſome did . not 
live ; and if there be a #r/# Reſurreftion, I am ſure there 
muſt be a /a/? : and therefore in ver. 13, a T houſand Years 
after the firſt Reſurretion,we read of another Reſurretion 
to the general Judgment, when the Sea gave up the Dead 
that was in it, and Death and Hell gave up the Dead that 
Tere in them, and they were judged according to their Yorks, 
at the laſt Judgment. Some there be that think that there 
is a firſt and Jaſt Reſurreftion comprehended in this Verſe, 
and expound the Words thus; the T ime is Coming 1 
which, i, e. within the Compaſs whereof, ALL that are in 
Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and come forth ; they that 
have done Good. to the Reſurreftion of Life, at the begin- 
ning of ithe Thouſand Years ; and they that bave done Evil 
to the Reſurre&ion'of Damnation, when thoſe Years are 
ended- at the general Judgment : But whether ſo oc no I 
ſhall not determine : But I cannot ſee any Reaſon to per- 
ſuade me to believe, that Chriſt in the 25th ver. of his 
Chap. did intend Regeneration or a ſpiritual Reſurrection ; 
when the Sum of his Diſcourſe was about the Keſurrediou 
of. the. Body and. of Fudgment to come ; and to ſpeak of 
Regeneration as a Thing future, which hath been ever ſince 
the: Warld began, I do- not underſtand : ard where there 
may. ſeem'to be a double Meaning. or doubtful Senſe of any 
Scripture ; It is to be underſtood according to the ſubject 
Adatter ſpoken of, and the Scope of the Context : Now 
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Iam fare that Chriſt ſpeaks here of a bodily ReſurreTion ; 


but. T am not ſure that he ſpeaks of Regeneration, 

For further Proof of this Point, we ſhall propound one 
Scripture more to Conſideration ; and that is Rev, 11. 15: 
At bo Grendine of the ſeventh T rumpet, when the King- 
dems of this World ſhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, there is mention made of a Fudgment, ver. 
18, and of giving 'Rewards to his Prophets and Saints; and 
this is called there the T ime of the Dead, that they ſhould 
be judged, ſmall and great. And this doth neceſfarily imply 
a Refarradiion, at leaſt of ſome : For they are nat judged and 
rewarded before they are raiſed from the dead. But it may 
be ſome may fay this is to be underſtood of the Refur- 
reftion at the laſt Day ; and that the ſeventh Trumpet here 
is meant the la/? Trumpet, to ſummon the whole World to- 

ether to the general Judgment. But I fay no : *T hat 
Trkmger is called the T rump of Ged, 1 T heſ. 4.16 ; fois 
not this. Again, that is called the laſt Trump, 1 Cor. 15 ; 
ſo as after it none was to ſound ; fo is not this. Again, at 
the Sounding of the ſeverith T rumpet, the T houſand Years 
of Chriſt's Kingdom in this World, is to begin, as hath been 
proved: befoxe ; but at the Sounding of the left T rumpet, 
or 'Trump of God it ends; for then the F/orld ends. So. 
that except we will deny theDoctrine of theT houſand Years ; 
it muſt be granted, that the ſeventh T rumpet is not the laſ? 
Trump : and: ſo that thisReſurreftion is 19 the /aft Reſur- 
re&ion, but the fr? : For after this, many Things were to 
be done ; and *tis faid theNotions were angry : And there- 
fore not to be underſtood of the /aſt Fudgment : For then 
"twill be a vain "Thing to be angry. 

Hitherto, or to this Time may be referred that in P/a. 2, 
When Chri/? ſhould be fer as King in Ston ; there would 
be much Anger, when he ſhall have the utmoſt Parts of 
the Earth for his Poſſeſſion ; and ſuch of: his Enemies as 
would not. that he ſhould reign over them, be bro't forth 


Iron 
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Iron, like a Potter's Veſſel, and deſtroy them that deſtroy 


theEarth, and give Rewards to hisServants; ſmall and great. 
This is called theReſurretion of the Fuſt, Luk. 14.14 : So 
that we may gather from hence,that there is a partzal or fir/? 
Reſurref1on,and that of Saints only ; beca fe they that have 
Part in the firſt Reſurretion, on them the ſecond Death 
hath no Power ; but the reſt of the Dead, that is wicked 
Men, and it may be ſome of the Saints alſo, ſhall lie ſtill 
in their Graves *till the general Zudgment ; when all ſhall 
appear, Good and Bad, before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 
And *tis very like this is the Meaning of that Place, 2 T im. 
4. I, where *tis faid that Chri/t ſhall judge both quick and 
dead, at his appearing, and his Kingdom. "That is to ſay, by 
judging the Quzck, that is the //1ched, or ſome of them, to a 
a9 ropry Deſtruition ; and the raiſed Saints to be rewarded 
with all the Glory that is promiſed to all Overcomers in the 
New fFeruſalem, Rev. 2. 7,11,17,27 : Chap. 3.12,21: And 
as an Addition to all the Reſt, they ſhall fit with Chriſt in 
his T hrone, even as he overcame and 1s ſet down with his 
Father in his T hrone : And theſe are'/ome of the Rewards 
that are mentioned, Kev. 11. 18, to be diſtributed to the 
Saints of the fr/t Reſurretion ; ſo that we may ſay with 


the P/almiſt ; Verily there is a Reward for the Righteous, 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the Earth, P/al. 5g. ult.._ 
By 'This time I hope ir is clear that there is a firſt Reſur- 


reftion of ſome before all, and that of Saints, and Saints 
_ And having ſhewed before, what this firſt Reſur- 
rection 1s not, namely, that *tis not Regeneration ; let us now 
enquire what 1t 1s, and whether it be not a Reſurre&ion of 
the Body, and that properly ſo called. And-to this End, 
let us conſider, that 2oth Chap. of Rev. a little more. Zohn 
Is ſaid there to /ee the the Souls of them that were beheaded 
for the Witneſs of Feſus, &c. What may we think is meant 
by Souls : Souls in'this Place are put for the Dead, the 
Souls of them that were beheaded is the fame with the Dead 


that were beheaded. And that is manifeſt from' the oppoſite: 


Claul 


- 
C4 Gut i...& cc pe EI 


Þ& reftion, as the reſt ſhall live at the ſecond RefſurreQion; and 


POS 5. 2 


Of- the firſt Reſurrection. 35 
Clauſe orSentence ; i.e. the reſt of theDead lived not again, 
ver. 5 ; and therefore the firſt are conſidered as dead. 

Again, *tis faid they lived and reigned, &c. What may be 
meant by this Living and Reigning ? By the Lives of the 
Souls of them that were beheaded, it ſeems to me to be ne 
other than the Life of the Body which they did lay down in 
the Death of the Body, and which now in the Refurre&ion 
they receive again, 70 die no more, To evince the'Truth of 
this, let it be conſidered ; 

Firſt, That Fohn ſpeaks of the Souls of them that were 
beheaded, that is of thoſe that were ſlain or dead in Body ; 
and he faith that they lived, that is they lived again ; but 
the dead in Body live not again,but by aReſurceftion from 


' the Death of the Body. 


The Argur ent may be thus framed : | 
The ReſurreGtion of the Dead in Body, is the Reſfvrrec- 
of the Body, 1 Cor. 15. 12, 13. 
But the firſt Reſurre&ion is the Reſurrettion of the Dead + 
in Body ; for *tis the ReſurreCtion of thoſe that were behead- 
ed ; therefore *tis of the Body. 


Secondly, 'The Text ſpeaks of ſuch a Reſurreion where 


in Men lived a Thouſand Years after they be raiſed : which” 


. cannot agree toany other Life or Reſurreftion, but the Life 


and Reſurre&tion of the Body ; therefore this Reſurreftion 
is a bodily Reſurrection, 

T hirdly, Such a ReſurreQtion is here meant as will be to 
the reſt of the dead after the Thouſand Years are ended ; 
who lived not again *till that be finiſhed, ver..5 ; which 
ſhall be of the Body, ver. 12.13 ; therefore this Reſur- 
reQion,is of the Body alſo. 

Fourthly, 'The Men that were beheaded muſt fo live 
during the Thouſand Years, as the reſt of the Dead lived 
not all that while, their Souls were ſtill ſeparated from their 
Bodies ; therefore theſe muſt live in Souls joined 'to their 


Bodies. And Laſtly, Theſe muſt fo live at the #r/tReſur- 


that * 
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that will be in Bodies and Souls united ; which cannot be, 
+ Except they be raiſed from their Graves. 


And thus having written before of the ſecond or next 
Coming of Chriſt, and of the Thouſand Years, and 'of the 
firſt Reſurreftion, and the Judgment of the Quick andDead, 
and other Things coincident ; we ſhall write hereafter a 
little more fully to what hath been only hinted already in 
this Diſcourſe. . 

And Firſt, Touching Tut Kincpom or CnsrsT In THIS 
WorLDd. That of Fohr 18. 36, being objefted againſt it, 
where Chriſt faith, bis Kingdom is not of this Yorld ; for 
the better Underſtanding of this, we may takeNotice, That 
when Plate aſked Chriſt if he were a King ? his Anſwer 
was, thou ſayſt that T am a King ; grants the Thing, & told 
him that for that Evid he was born, i. e. to be a King. And 
Luk. 19, weread that he was proclatmed King by ithe Mul- 
titude : and a great Multitude with great Solemnity, to the 
Aſtoniſhment of the Speftators : All Zeru/alem was moved 
at it : Mott. 21. 16, and he juſtified them that did it. But 
iemay be ſaid, every one will grant this, that Chriſt is a 
King; and that he is King over - his Church ; in which 
Reſpe& heis called K:ng of Saints, Rev.15.3 ; King of Sion, 
Fob.12.15, Pſal.2.6 ; King Feſus, AF. 17.7 : ButCnrrsT 
1s not only King of Saints, bur King of Nations, Fer. to.7 ; 
and that not only as Gep equal with the Farmer, but as 
MzpiaToR alfo : And in that, Refpe& he is called Gods 
King, Pſal. 2.6 ; And all Power in Heaven and Earth is 
= to him ; Croil as well as Eccleſiaſtical : And there- 

ore in Luk, 1. 32.33 ; there *tis faid, that God ſhall give 
to him the T brone of his Fathor David, and that be ould | 
reign over the Houſe of Jacob ; and therefore in Mar. 13, 
the __ are ſaid to Cry, Hoſanna, Bleſſed 1s be that com- 
eth in the Name of the Lord ; bleſſed be the Kingdom of our 
Father David. But the 'Throne and Kingdom of David} 
was Civil Governmer!, Again, CaisT is not only "= 8 
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but a. great King, Mat.5, 35, in- Reference to 

which is often put for civil Stare : and not only a 

King, but Kin g o King nd Lord of end Lord Ik Rev. 19. 16. 

By all which we ma and will be 

69; e a King ;. and: is Church but 

| oor all the Barth; cs pen frrvl —_— 
THE EXTENT or Carr's Kmopoie. | For: this ſee 

He is to have the utmoſt Paris of the*Earth for dis: 

fion'*: Pſa. 22; 28, be whe Fey «nay 

"thi Nations + and. Pfal.'74. 8, bis. Dominion us Ix 

of the: Earth ; ver. 13. all 'Nations ſhall: 

mel alſo ſpeaking of this” n .of © 

came. an \Mountain-and 


fhould ferve- "14 F 
dngviges fo Ts 1 

San dof the 1 th Trumpet ns fd, thengha ngde 
this Horld are become. the' | 
bis Chriſt. By this Tithe you will oakatady 
meant bn 18, when« he: ſaid, bis Kibgrlintzabe 8. rc 
this World; and indeed hechimlelt tells us: = the follow 
Words, but Now, 1s. my Kingdom not from benice : | abs 
 Chriſtſhonld fay, T ant'«: avd ſhall have;a Kingddin; 
- but now, not in this World, but. in the-World to 
For-we muſt know that there are more Worlds then.'\one-: 
there was the- o/d Wogld which was and-thers is 
this preſent evil World : fry Velwroa__ 
and-- the Wicked in it were not univerſally 

by #ater ; fo will this, roſe « World, and. the 

that aretherein.(tho? not : 
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that will be in Bodies and Souls united ; which cannot be, 


- except they be raiſed from their Graves. 


And thus having written before of the ſecond or next 
Coming of Chriſt, and of the Thouſand Years, and 'of the 
firſt Reſurreftion, and the Judgment of the Quick andDead, 
and other Things coincident ; we ſhall write hereafter a 
little more fully to what hath been only hinted already in 
this Diſcourſe. 

And Firſt, Touching THE KincpoM or CHRIST IN THIS 
WorLD. That of Zohn 18. 36, being objected againſt it, 
where Chriſt ſaith, 41s Kingdom 1s not of this Yorld ; for 
the better Underſtanding of this, we may takeNotice, That 
when Pilate aſked Chriſt if he were a King ? his Anſwer 
was, thou ſeyſt that T am a King ; grants the Thing, & told 
him that for that Enid he was born, 1, e. to be a King. And 
Luk. 19, weread that he was proclatmed King by [the Mul- 
titude : and a great Multitude with great Solemnity, to the 
Aſtoniſhment of the SpeRtators : All Zeruſalem was moved 
at it : Mott. 21. 10, and hejuſtified them that did it. But 
it may be ſaid, every one will grant this, that Chriſt is a 
King, and that he is King over | his Church ; in which 


Reſpett heis called K:ng of Saints, Rev.15.3 ; King of Sion, 


Foh.12.15, Pſal.2.6 ; King Feſus, AR. 17.7 : ButCnrtrsT 
1s not only = of Saints, butKing of Nations, Fer. 10.7 ; 
and that not only as Gep equal with the FaTper, but as 
MzpiaToR alſo : And in that Refpe& he is called Gods 
King, Pjal. 2.6 ; And all Power in Heaven and Earth is 

even to him ; Coil as well as Eccleſiaſtical : And there- 

ore in Luk, 1.32. 33 ; there *tis faid, that God ſhall give 
to him the T hrone of his Father David, and that he ſhould 
reign over the Houſe of Jacob ; and therefore in Mar. 11, 
the People are ſaid to Cry, Hoſanna, Bleſſed is he that com- 
eth in the Name of the Lord ; bleſſed be the Kingdom of our 
Father David. Burt the Throne and Kingdom of David 


was Croil Governmer:!, Again, CpRisT is not only a King, 
| but 
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but a great King, Moat.5, 25, in Reference to Zeruſalem, 
which is often put for civil State : and not only a great 
King, but King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Rev. 19. 16. 
By all which we may ſee,thatChriſt is de jure,and will be 
de facto, a King ; and that not only over his Church, but 
over all the Earth, and that is next to be conſidered, Le. 
THE EXTENT OF CHyRIST's KinGpom, For this ſee P/al,2. 
He is to have the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſ 
fion : Pſal. 22. 28, he is faid there to be Governor amhon 
the Nations : and. Pfal. 72. 8, his Dominion is to the En 
of the Earth ; ver. 13, all Nations ſhall ſerve him.- Das 
niel alſo ſpeaking of this Kingdom of Chriſt, ſays, 1 'be- 
came a great Mountain and filled the 2vhole: Earth, Chap, 2. 
235 : But more fully Chap. 7. 14; and there wwas given t0 
him Dominton and Glory and a Kingdom, that all People, 
Nations and Languages ſhould ſerve Jam. I ſhall add one 
Scripture more td all theſe; and that is Rev. 11. 15; at the 
Sound of the 7th T rumpet tis (aid, then;that theKingdoms of 
this World are become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Chriſt, By this Time yoa will underſtand what Chriſt 
meant Fob 18, when he ſaid, his Kingdom was. not:of 
this World ; and indeed hechimſelf tells us in the following 
Words, but now is my Kingdom not from' bence : ag if 
Chriſt ſhould fay, I am a King, and ſhall have. a Kingdom ; 
but not now, not in this World, but in the World to come; 
| For we muſt know that there are more Worlds then one : 
there was the 0/4 World which was drowned, and-thers is 
= this preſent evil World :. and as the old World was drowned, 
and the Wicked in it were generally, tho? not univerſally 
| deſtroyed by ater ; fo will this preſent World, and the 
{8 Wicked that are therein.(tho? not all) be deſtroyed by Fire, 
| 2 Pet:i3.7; as hereafter we ſhall endeavour to ſhew. 
. | After which there will be a new Heaven and a new. Earth, 
rl wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs. : © 3 new Face of Things, 
1 # new World : and this is called by the Apoſtle, Zeb: 2.5. 
Me Horld to-conie ; when all Elings muit be put in _ 
ICS F icon 
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;cion to Chriſt, ver. 8, And this is. the World.in which oil] 
be, or which is Chriſt's Kingdow, : 


And now-to ſpeak a little to this Point ; about Tas Ep 
OF THis WokLD, and, the BEGINNING OF THE WqQRLD To 


' COME ; and fee. what the Scripture ſpeaks to it. In 2 Pet. 


3-7, theApoſtle tells us,that the Heavens & the Earth which 
are Now, are reſerved unto Fire againſt the Day of Fudg- 
ment, or as ſome render it, a Day of Zudgment, and Per- 
dition. of ungodly Men. And this cannot be. meant of the 
wltintate. Fudgment. ; becauſe after this, there will not-only. 
be a 'new Heaven, but a new Earth alſo, wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs, that is, righteous Men ; and that. they. ſpall 
build Houſes, and plant Vineyards, and eat the Fruit of 
them, Iſai. 65.21; yeaand worſhip God. with. external 
Worſhip, from. 9ne Sabbath to.another ;_ and;'that not for a 
httle While, but theſe. new Heavens and new. Earth are to 
remain, Chap. 66.22, But what then may we think. will 
become of -the.o/d Heaven and the old Earth ? Will they 
not {tl have a Being ! For anſwer hereunto, we muſtun- 
derſtand, that:the Apoſile in the forementianed- Chap, doth 
make a Parallel:/between the Deſtruction of. the o/4. World 
and/the World thet now is ; that, as.the old World was 


_ deſtroyed by /#7ater, ſo will this-World.be. by Fire, pro- 


perly- ſo called,as to that which is to bedeſtroyed: . For as in 
the. o/4 World there was not anAnnihilation of any 'Thin 

nor were all Men nor all the_ Brute-Creatures x 
nor were the empyrean or ſtarry Heavens then touched ; 
and therefore tis only the aerial Heavens, with what is con- 
tained in them, which are the Furniture. of them, or what 
moves in the Air, that will be the Subject of this Burning ; 
and 'it may be that which the Apoſtle. fneans by Elements - 
melting wth fervent Heat, which diſtinguiſheth from the 
Heavens; for it cannot be that the Elements properly ſo 
called, ſhauld melt with ferventHeat ; the Z/ater-not bein 
capable of buraing vr melting ; the Fire is that whi 


burns 


Perdition of ungodly Men: 
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burns aH Things, nd therefore not to be burned :- and for 
the Earth, as'it was not deſtroyed'by the Flood, tho* much 
defaced ; fo neither will it be deſtroyed by Fire, ſo as not 
to be: bur this Fire ſhall rather be for the Reſtoration of 
it, than theDeſtru&ion of it : 'as aVeſture halt thou change 
them, and they fhall be changed, P/al.102. 6. But that the 
Earth ſhall have a habitable Being after the End of 'the 
Thouſand Years, is clear from Rev. 26.8 ; the Devil ſhall 
go forth to deceive the Nations that are in the four Quarters 
4 the Earth ; arid ver. 9, {they went accordingly upon the 
Breadth of the Earth. 17 
Bur it may be ſome may think, that rhrs Burning of the 
World will be at or after the general Fudgment : but for 
ought I know it may be otherwiſe : for then the Heaver 
and the Earth is ſaid to fly away from the Face of him"vthat 
fat on the T hone to jadge the World : and it hath! been 
before ſhewed, thar after this Burning, there: will be! a 
new Earth as well as a new Heaven, And who can tell, 
but that this may be the Time when that ſhall be fulfilled, 
Ad. 2.19, 20, when there ſhall be Blood and Fire ani 
Vapours of Smoat ; \fo as the Sun ſhall be darkened with 
it, and the Moon appear as Blood : [as we have lately feen 
in this Country, Vapours of Smoak have cauſed them fo 
to appear :] for that was to be in the loſt Days ; and we 
do not know ' that ever this hath been pliſhed : and 
that this js not at the general Judgment bur before, is clear 
out of Foel 2: 32 : Fof at this very Time when this ſhall 
come to paſs, and the”World ſhall be burned, ſome ſhall be 
delivered ; for in Mount Sion and in Feruſalem ſhall be 
Deliverance, and the Lord hath ſaid it, wer. 92. 

- The Sum is, that at the b-ginning'of the T houſand Year's 
there will be a greatDeftru&ton of theWicked of theWorld, 
as hath been before ſhewed ; and this will be by Fire, as 
the Wicked of the 0/4 World were deſtroyed by Yater - 
and the" Apoſtle Peter faith expreſly, {his Fire is fof the 

Paul alſo rells us that _ 
wil 
Ll 
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will be revealed from Heauen in flaminp Fire to take Vens« 
geance on wicked Men, 2'T beſ. 1. 8, But more clear Jai. 
66. 15; For behold the Lord will come with Fire, and ren- 
der his Anger with Fury, and his Rebukes with Flames of 
Fire ; for by Fire and by Sword will the Lord plead with 
all Fleſh, and the Slain of the Lord fhall be many. 

But what then may we think will become of good Men, 
and the :rrational Creatures, at this Time, when theWorld 
ſhall! be in a Flame ? how ſhall they be faved ? Indeed 
this is a Queſtion too hard for me, or any Man elſe to de- 
termine ; neither do I know that it is revealed in the Scri 
ture : yet for Reſolution of. this, I propound to Conſidera- 
tion ;" ( Firſt, That when the World was deſtroyed by 
Fater, tis poſſible ſome good Men might periſh in thar 
Deſtrution ; who ſeeing that Deluge coming on theWorld 
might repent, and ſo have their Souls faved : and if fo, 
why may not ſome good Men' be taken away in this gene- 
ral'Deſtrution by Fire, as to their Bodies, and be raiſed 
toHeaven, as Els was, in fiery Chariots, and their Souls 
be faved. But (Secondly) tho? we do not know how they 
ſhall be ſaved ; yet the Lord knows horw to deliver the godly 
out of Temptation, when the Unjuſt ſhall be reſerved t3' the 
*Day of 7 ra to be puniſhed, 2 Pet. 2.9 : and we }J+- 
know, that Faith hath quenched the Violence of Fire, Heb. | | 
IT: 34 ; and that the Fire that burnt -up' the moſt mighty | 
Men that were in Nebuchadnezzar's Army, Dan. 3. 29, 
had no Power over the Bodies of his Saints : and there are 
ſome who ſhall dwell with devouring Fire and everlaſting 
Burnings ; when fame ſhall not, but ſhall be as the burning | r 
of Lime, and as T hornes cut up, fhall they be burnt in the || t 
Fire, Tai. 52.12, 14, 15 : And there is a Promiſe, "Þ- 7 

Jai, 43. 2, that God made to his People, that when they | 
valk through "the Fire they ſhould not be burnt, neither © 
(ould the F lames kindle upon them. + b =— 
-\Again, when God deſtroyed the o/d World -by Hater, 

God found ont a Way to preſerve Nee, and his Family, ! 
ana 


and- Creatures of every Kind ; when. as neither Noah, nor 
all the World beſides, could tell how it would be, till Ged 
revealed it. Nor can any Thing that I know be certainly 
concluded, horw he will preſerve hisChurch at this Time : 
but that he will have a glorious Church on Earth, when 
there ſhall be a new Heaven and a new Earth, is'a Thi 
which we muſt and ought to believe, which will be after 
all this. - | 

And as for the” irrational Creatures, as Birds and Beaſts 
of all Kinds ; we may upon good Grounds ſuppoſe, - that 
ſome of every Kind will be preſerved, as they were when 
the World was drowned ; though the greateſt Part may be 
deſtroyed- as they were then. That theſe Creatures .ſhall 
have a Being after this Time we may gather fromScripture ; 
becauſe it is ſaid, Rom. B; they tvart, groan, and travel in 
Pain. But what do they wait and groan for ? is it to+be 
-annihilated, and have-no Being ? we may not think ſo; 
for-every Creature by natural inſtinQ, Iabours to propagate 
their own Kind, and to preſerve their own Beings : and 


therefore tis {aid ver. 19, that they 1th earneſt Expetation, 


wait for the Manifeſtation of the Soris of God : which whe- 
ther it be at, or during the 'Fime of the general Judgment, 
(as ſome-would have it) or any ,Iime before, (as others 
underſtand ;) it proves clearly they ſhall have a Being after 
this Deſtruttion made by Fire. Again, they wart for De- 
liverance from the Bondage of Corruption into the glorious 
; Liberty of the Children of God, ver. 21. 

And here we-muſt underſtand, thatGod in theBeginning 
made all Things in their firſt Beings very good ; free from 
that Vanity they are now ſubje& to; and it was /ubjeded 
'N- to Vanity after the Fall,- not willingly, \ yet in hope of De- 

lroerance. . "This Vanity-and Bondage of Corruption is the 
| Curſe upon the Creature: for Man's Sm ; and Nice 3a this, 
\J- it waits to be delivered from.; and to be ferviceableto thoſe 
#& Ends for-which they | were firſt made; i. e. nextitoi the 


Glory'of God, for the Uſe and Service:of Man. ... + . 
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- -Avd: here, it may not be amiſs to:enquire, whether twick- 
ed Men may not make Uſe of the Creature 'without 
abuſing them to Sin ? 
| . There is no doubt to me, but wicked Men, and that by 
God's Appointment, have a right to the Creature; and 
wy, for aw _ I know, make uſe of them without 
4 , I: was Ged that divided to the Nations their 
Inheritance, Deut. 32. 8 : he gaveMount Seir to Efau for 
#8 Pofſteſſion ; and to the Moabrites and Amonites therr Poſ- 
feſhons ; and fas! was not to meddle with them, Deur. 2. 
5-9. But more fully, Gen. g. 1, 2, 3, God delivered into 
the Hands vf Noah, and his Poſterity, ſome of whom were 
none of the beſt, the Beaſts of the Earth, Fowls of the 
Air, Fiſhes of the Sea, and every moving Thing that lives, 
and the green Herb to be meat for them : = a$ long as 
they made uſe of them for no other End, who can fa 
the Creature was abuſed ? We may rather think they of- 
fend, if they uſe them nor, for thoſe Ends for which they 
ere appointed even by God himſelf : And therefore do 
yet {ee any Reaſon to believe, that this is any Part of 


that Vanity and Bondage the Creature waits and groahs to | 


be delivered from. . I am not ignorant, that ſome are of 
another Opinien ; who think that theCreatures ſhall never 
be delivered from this Vanity and Bondage ; bur ſtill be 
Aubje& to it ſe long as any Wicked Mem: are in the World 
and make uſe of them : and therefore conceive, that the 


'Time when the Creature ſhall be delivered from the Curſe 


of Vanity & Bondage it now groans under,isnot before the 


general Judgment, bur in and during the continuance of it. - 


_. But for: further clearing of this, let us conſider ; 
(Firſt) What's meant by Adoption, and what by Redemp- 
-tion' of our _ which the Creature, as well as 
Believers, wait for, and:groan for. Adoption: T rake in 


-Seriprure Senſe to be the making one'a Son, who was'riot - 


£ before: and this'is done to everyBeliever at his firftCon- 


verſion : : that Behevers-cannoc be faid a ; 
-- which 
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' which. they have already received : and therefore Adoption 


ſhall appear ; which we have proved before. will be 


cannot be taken in this-Senſe here: for they that are ſaid 
to wait for the Adoption, had the Sprrit of Adoption before, 
whereby they cried Abba : ver. 15 : and therefore by.fdpp- 

tion in.yer. 2:3, I underſtand, I ———_ Manifeftation 
of that Adoption they were before ers of : and: this 
is: that the Creature waiteth for ver. 19, the Manifeſtations 
of the Sons of God. And this agrees direftly with 1 Fob): 
3. 1. 2, beloved, Naw we are the Sons of God:; but it doth 
not yet appear, viz. to: the World:;- but it ball 
But when ſhall it: appear ? It ſhall-appear, when 


brit 


before. the. general. Judgment. Theres Adoption is: 
the. Redemption of our Body : and the Apoſtle: ſeems'to 
make it all one with Adoption; but whether it bei{d; or no, 
L ſhall not determine, bur leave it to:the Judgment of the 
Learned: and proceed to examine,. what may-be-meant' by 
Redemption in this Place. And here we'muſt underſtand. 
that there are ſeveral Acceptations of the Word Red 
Hon in'Scripture,.and- it may various Ways be underſtood; 
but I ſhall mention only two. Firſt, a rs 01 
Souls by the Blood) of Chriſt from Curie and' Wrath» and 
all our ſpiruualEnenyes-: and this is done at our fr/#Con- 
verſion, E 6 Is 7. Rom. 3. 24, 25- in, there is'a cor- 
poreal Redemption.; or:a ption of. our Bodtes, from 
ourward Enemies,. when God «will redeem his Church our © 
of all their Troubles, Pfal. 25.22: and this is\that which 
bath been ſpoken of" by all: the. holy Prophets fince thetorld 
began ; , that 7ve\ ſhauld be ſaved from-our Enemies and" fret 
the Hands of all- that hate us'; that:20e' maght JOE | 
without Fear, in. Holinsſs'and Righteouſneſs all the Days of 
our:Lives, Luk. 1.70: andithis:in Rom: 8. 22, is''called 
al ra0ryer wr" of our Bopy, not-Bodtes ;- but the Boi 
myſtica!, the Bady:of which Chriſt'1s ' the Head, which is 
his-Church. To this Purpoſe: is thatin Luk. 21. 279; 285; 


" when the Son of Man cometh. inthe Glouds of Heavenrvith: 
— Power 
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Power and great Glory ; then look up and” lift up your 
Heads, for your REDEMPTION draweth nigh. And this was 
the-Burden'of that new Song ſung, Rev. 5, 9. that Chr:/? 
= - had redeemed them by his Blood, and that they ſhould reign 

=: on Earth. And in this Senſe I underſtand that in Rev. 14. 
3-4; where the Hundred and forty four T houſand ſtanding 
en Mount Sion with the Lamb, are ſaid to be redeemed 
from the Earth, and radeemed from among [t Men ; ſinging 
@ new Song which none elſe could learn. | 

See alſo how the Creatures are brought in' rejoicing at 
this Time, when the Lord reigneth ; as if it were the 
only Thing they waited and groaned for, P/al. 96; T he 
Heavens rejoicing, the Earth glad, Fields joyful, and all that 
1s there ; which a all Land-Creatures ; all the 
T rees of the ood ; Sion heard and was plad, and the 
Daughters of Fudah rejoaiced. But what is He Ground of 
all this Joy - and Rejoicing ? Why, *tis becauſe of God's 
Judgments on a wicked World, in burning up his and our 
Enemies, P/al. 97. 3 ; delivering his Church, ver. 10. 
Methinks this looks very well like the T ime that the whole 
Creation groaneth and travaileth in Pain, for the Fruition 
and Enjoyment of. 

Burt ir may be thought, that all this Joy and Rejoicing \_ 
will be during the Time of the general ZFudgment. And it 
may as well be cy; 6 forward. 7 and that it will be /ong 
i, before that Time : For at this Time the Earth ſpall be 
eſtabliſhed, that it ſhall not be moved ; and when they ſhould 
bring Offerings toGod, and come into his Courts, and worſhip 
him in the Beauty of Holineſ5,with externalWorſhip ; which - 
will not be at the ultimate Judgment. : 

To all that which hath been already written touching 
this Matter, may be added ; that there ſhall be aTime when 
the Enmity of the Creature ſhall ceaſe, both their Enmity a- | 
gain t Man, and oue againſt another : For there. was no | 
uch Enmity in them before the Fall ; and 'tis no- ſmall | 
Part of the Curſe brought on the Creature, and that Vanip 
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they were made ſubject to,and they groan & travail in Pain 
to be delivered from ; being ſubjeted to it in Hope of 
Deliverance: and it ſhall be delivered from this Bondage 
of Corruption, ver. 22. 

See ſomeScriptures to this Purpoſe. Hoſea 2. 16, 17, 18, 
n the Day when the Church ſhould call Chriſt Thi, and the 
Name of Baalim ſhould be taken out of her Mouth ; in that 
Day God would make a Covenant for them with the Beaſts 
of the Field, and with the, Fowls of the Heaven, and with 
the creeping T hings of the Ground ; and break the Bow, the 
Sword, and the Battle, out of the Earth ; and they ſhould 
lie down ſafely, Moreover, God promiſeth that 1n that 
Day he,wwould hear the Fleavens, and the Heavens ſhould 


' hear the Earth; and the Earth hear the Corn, and Wine, 


and Oyl, and they ſhould hear Fezreel. See here is Safety, 
Peace, and Plenty : and this will be before the End of the 
World. | 
But more full is that, a. 11. 6, 7,8, 9, the Wolf ſhall 
dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard he down with 
the Krd, and the Calf and the young Lion, and a little Child 
ſhould lead them ; and the Cox and the Bear ſhould feed their 
young ones, and lie down together, Here we ſee the Enmi- 
the Creatures one againſt another ſhall ceaſe ; and not 
only ſo, but their Enmity againſt Mar alſo : So that the 
fucking Child ſhall play on the Hole of the Aſp, and the wean- 
ed Child put his Hand on the Cockatrice Den ; they ſhall 
not hurt nor deſtroy in all God's holy Mountain ; for the 
Earth ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of the Lord as 
the Waters cover the Sea, The whole Chapter is nothing 
elſe but a-Deſcription of the Kingdom of Chriſt in 7bzs 
World ; as is intimated to us in theContents of theChapter;; 
and will be fulfilled at or about the Calling of the Zews : 
for it will be in thatDay, as is clear ver. 11; and it cannot, 
without Wrong to the Scriptures, be referred to the general 
Judgment. You have the fame and much more, 7/7. 65. 
from ver. 17, to the End : and this will be when there ſhall 


G be 
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be 2 rew Hegven and a new Earth; and none in their 
right Underſtanding can refer it to any other Time. And 
here we are told that by Yolfe, and Lyon, and Leopard, 
are\meant Men of a ravenous Diſpoſition before Converlſi- 
on ; 'which afterward become Lambs : but if fo, then they 
are no longer Lyons and Leopards, but Lambs ; and tis no 
Wonder if they feed and lie down together. Or if any 
ſhould think that by theſe ravenous Creatures are meant 
wicked Men under the Power of reſtraining Grace : al- 
though tis true, there will be wicked Men at this Time in 
theWorld,and poſſibly may be much underReſtraint ; yet tis 
to be doubted, whether they ſhall have ſuch Intimacy of 
Communion with the Saints, as to Eat, and Drink; and lie 
down together in God's holy Mountain ; or that they will 
be ſo tame, that a little Child ſhould lead them, For we 
know, there will ſtill be Enmity between the Sced of the 
Woman and the Seed of the Serpent ; when the Enmity of 
the Creature ſhall ceaſe. But what need is there of for- 
faking the /iteral Interpretation of theſe Scriptures, unleſs 
Truth were endangered thereby ; or to make Allegortes 
. or Metaphors where God makes none ? "Thoſe that know 
any 'Thing in theſe Matters, know or may know, that. this 
Enmity of the Creatures amongſt themſelves, and againſt |{ 
Man (which is a great Part of the Curſe) ſhall be taken 
away and ceaſe ; and they wait in Hope for it, as hath been 
before ſhewed : and if 74 why not now.? Why muſt it 
be deferred till the general Zudgment is begun, or during 
thatTime ? Tis doubtful whether theſe irrational Creatures 
will have aBeing at theGenera/Fudgment : or if they ſhould 
have a Being, to be ſure they could not be of any Uſe unto 
Men, which was one great End of their Beings. I know 
no Reaſon for ſuch an Opinion, but this; that wicked Men 
will abuſe them. Such have been told before, that Uſe 
either for Meat or any other Uſe or Employment is not in 
itfelf ſinful, but lawfal and good : and we may not think, 
that wicked Men will be fo apt to abuſe them (it at all) - 
| when 
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when the Devil is in Chains, and they themſelves under 
the ſtrict Government of the Saints. And as a further 
Anſwer to ſuch, if theſe rrrational Creatures ſhould have 
a Being during the Time of the general Judgment (which 
is yet to be proved ;) what Children will there be then at 

Leiſure to lead them ? or have nothing elſe to do, but to 
' play about their Holes ?- when ſmall as well as great, and 
Children as well as others, muſt ſtand before Jefus Chriſt to 
be judged, Rev. 28. 12; and the Earth & the Heavens will 
then fly away from the Face of him that fits on the Throne, 
and no Place found for them, ver. 11 : and if ſo, then no 
Place for theſe Creatures to be, or not to be ſuſtained in 
any ordinary Way. Mexthinks Men of Underſtanding 
ſhould be aſhamed of theſe Opinions, which will neceſfarily 
draw ſo many Abſurdities with them, as. theſe and ſuch 


others as might be mentioned. 


In the next Place, ſ{amething may be written about THz 
NEW JERUSALEM mentioned Rev. 21 ; and enquire what the 
Scripture ſpeaks to this Point. And herein I ſhall rather 
modeſtly propoſe, than poſitively conclude, in a Matter of 
ſuch Difficulty ; conterning which there are ſuch various 
Apprehenſions. And here (Firſt) We muſt knew that 
Feruſelem in Scripture is divers Ways taken. And firſt it 
is taken for a City fo called in Pale/tine ; which ſome think 
was built by Melchi/edect King of Salem, mentioned Gen. 
14; afterward called Zeru/alem : but whether ſo or no, I 
. ſhall hot determine : but ſure we are, it 'was in Zeſhug's 
Time, 72/4. 10. 1; but never conquered by him, tho' he 
{lew Adonibezeck who was King thereof ; but *twas inha- 
bited by the Febuſites *till David's Time, and then taken 
by him, and became the Royal City, 2 Sam. 5 ; and after- 
wards burned by the King of Babylon, re-edified by Nebe- 
' miah, and at laſt deſtroyed by the Romans ; built again b 
Aelianus Adrianus, but not in the ſame Place : but it ſhall 
be inhabited again in hsr own Place, even in Jeruſgton, 
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4.8 About the new Jeruſalem. 
Zech. 12. 6. & 14.10; when there ſhall be a new Heaven 


and a new Earth, Feruſalem ſhall be a Rejoicing, and her 
People a Foy : but I do not underſtand this to be the new 
Fer:alem, of which we are now ſpeaking. Again, by 
Feru/alem 1s underſtood the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, as 
in Moat. 3.5, Feruſalem went out and were 6aptized of Fohn 
in Fordan ; and Mat. 24. 37, Feruſalem is ſaid to kill the 
Prophets, viz. the Inhabitants of Feruſalem: Furthermore, 
by 7eru/alem is meant all the People of the Land, as they 
were a civil State and common J/ealth : and this is very tre- 

uent in theScriptures of the old Teſtament ; Fer. 6. 8, Be 
thou inſtrufted O Feruſalem, leſt I make thee a Land not 
inhabited. So Fer. 2. 2, God bids the Prophet cry in the 
Ears of Feruſalem ; that is, cry that ſo that whole People 
might hear, and underſtand : for tho* Feruſalem is only 
named, as being the Head City ; yet the Expoſtulation is 
with the zwhole Land, as may appear in the Sequell of that 
Chapter, See {/az. 24. 23, tis ſaid there that Chrij? {hall 
reign in Mount Sion, that 1s his Church, and mm Feruſalem, 
that is the civil State, tor fo I underſtand it. P/al. 147. 12, 
Praiſe the Lord O: Jeruſalem, praiſe thy God O Sion ; i.e. 
both Church and State. Again, tho* the Zewtiſh Church is 
ordinarily repreſented to us under the Name and Notion 
of S797 ; yer ſometimes alſo under the Name of Zeru/alem, 
Pjal. 137.6, If I prefer not Feruſalem above my chief Foy : 
and Pal. 122.6, Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem ; and 
give him noRefſt till he make Feruſalem aPraiſe in the Earth. 
In further Proſecution of the'Thing in Hand, we ſhaltrake 
into Conſideration, what is mentioned in Gal. 4. 26, to our 
Purpoſe : where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 1s Covenants, or at 
leaſt a two-fold Diſpenſation of the ſame Covenant ; the one 
legal, as given by Mo/es in the ceremonial Law, which con- 
rinned till the Comirg of Chriſt in the Fleſh ; the other 


evangelical, as given by CurisT and hts Apoſtles ; and this . | 


I underſtand to be Feruſalem which 1s above, and is no other 


than the G2/pel Church conſiſting both of Fews and Gen- 


tiles; 
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tiles : and tis faid to be above, becauſe tis more ſpiritual and 
glorious : for tho? tis true, the legal Diſpenſation of the 
Covenant was glorious, 2 Cor. 3. 7 ; yet that Glory was to 
be done away, and was noGlory inCompariſon,byReaſon of 
the Glory that excelleth : For if that which is done away 
was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. 
The Church ef old had many glorious Titles or Epithets, 
as have been ſhewed before ; called his Glory, 1/ai. 46.15 ; 
his Treaſure, his pleaſant Portion, &c : yet ſpeaking of the 
Goſpel Church, //ar. 62. f ſtiles it the Houſe of his Glory, 
a Crown of Glory, a royal Diadem. Such and fo high are 
the Titles given@o the Goſpef Church ; that many if not 
moſt that think any Thing of the new Zeruſalem, conceive 
this to be-the new Feruſalem, at leaſt in the Inchoation of 
it : bur tis poſſible ſuch may be miſtaken : for the Glory 
of the new Feruſalem, doth as far tranſcend and excel thzs 
Goſpel-Church, as this doth that under the legal Diſpenſa- 
tion, and much more, and that in many Reſpects, as it.may 
be we may hereafter ſhew. | | 
There are others who think, and that not 'a few, that 


this new Feruſalem is Heaven ufelt * the Deſcription of it 
being ſo glorious, think tis impoſltble it ſhould be zn this ' 


HYorld : and he was once counted a Fool who thought it 
would be in' this World : but that tis not Heaven {elf we 
ſhall hereafter endeavour to ſhew. Some others ſuppoſeit 
ſhall be in this World ; and that tis no other then the Zerv;fþ 
Church after their Converſion to Chriſt or Chriſtianity : and 
whoſoever reads the whole 6oth Chapter will be ready to 
think, that this is new Feruſalem, Indeed, and I muſt needs 


ſay, it looks very well like it ; 'and there are many Expref- 


ſions in it agreeing with the Deſcription of -the new Feruſa- 
lem, Rev. 21 ; and therefore I ſhall be ſlow to think or fay 
they are miſtaken ; [tho I am not of their Opinion.] Fer 
the Scripture ſpeaks very much of the Glory of this Church 
| and People, as hath been ſhewed before, when it ſhall turn 
to the Lord, and the Vail that is upon their Heart ſhall be 


taken 
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faken away, 2Cor. 3.16; and the receivin them gain into 
God's Covenant be as Life from the Dead : and therefore 
ſome have thought that 7h:s is the Bride, the Lamb's Wife. 
What Priviledges they ſhall have in the Kingdom of Chriſt 
above the Gentile Churches T cannot tell : but the Prophet 
Micah, Chap. 4. 8, tells us, that they were the T ower of 
the Flock, and that the firſt Dommion ſhould ' come ta the 
Daughter of Feruſalem : and yet Few and Gentile are all 
one in CxrisT JEsus, Gal. 3. 28, | | 
But tho” theſe bid very fair for it, yet neither theſe, nor ' 
any other who have been mentioned, (in my Underſtanding) 
are the new Feruſalem of which we ſpealy But in further 
Proſecution of the "Thing under Conſideration, we ſhall en- 
uire (Firſt) what it is, and (Secondly) whence it comes. 
To the firſt, what it 1s : And here according to Scripture 
I underſtand it to be, @ diſtin Society of Saints, and of 
Saints only, whoſe Names are written in the Book of Life, 
coming down {rom God out of Heaven ; wholly free from 
Sin, Sorrow, and Suffering ; who have attained to PerfeCtion 
in Gracg and Holineſs, fo as they need no further Improve- 
ment/ of external Means of Salvation. F'r/? they are a 
Society : therefore called aCity ; the greatCity, Rev.21.10; 
the baly City, ver. 2 ; the beloved City, Chap. 20. 9 ; theCity | 
.of God; Kev. 3. 12 ; [of Saints and Saints only] : "and yer 
not comprehending all Saints ; becauſe there are Nations 
of them that are ſaved who ſhall walk in the Light of it, 
Chap. 21x. 24 ; and they ſhall bring the Glory and Honour 
of the Nations into it, ver. 26. Beſides, Chap. 20. 9 ; there 
is mention made of the Camp of the Saints, and the beloved 
City ; "which ſeems to imply (at leaſt to me) that they are 
giſtint Societies. No ſuch a Society in the pureſtChurches 
and in the beſt Times; Tares will be amongſt Wheat till 
Harveſt, Met. 13. 29. [Coming down from God out of Hea- | 
ven.] Tis true, the Goſpel Church is called the Kingdom 
of Heaven ; but not commg down from God out of WH . 
ven : therefore is not Heaven 'itfelf ; for it comes y bo. 
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from God out of Heaven, Chap. 21. 2.10. Again, the 


Kings of the Earth do bring their Glory and Honour to it, 
and they hall bring the Glory and Honour of the Nations 


, Into it ; which they cannot bring into- Heaven. Again, Rev, 


20. 9, tis {aid, that Gog and Magog went upon the Breadth 
of the Earth, and compaſſed the Comp of $he Saints and the 
beloved City : therefore they were upon the Earth: for if 
by new Feruſalem be meant Heaven, is a "Thing altogether 
impoſſible. Furthermore,the Saints of the new Feruſalem are 
free from Sin, Sorrow, and Suffering : (1) from $S:n.; there 
is nothing in it that defileth, Chap.21.27 ; . but Sin defileth : 
(2) They are free from Sorrow, ver. 4; no more Sorrow, . 
nor Crying, nor Pain : and alſo free from Suffering ; for 
Suffering is always attended with Pain : But in other Saints 
there will be Sin, and therefore Sorrow and Suffering, to 
the End of the World. Again, theſe have attained to Per- 
fetion in Grace and Holinefs, ſo as they need no further 


Improvement of external Means of Salvation : no Temple 


therein, no Need of Sun and Mzon, to ſhine therein ; for the 


Glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light 
thereof, ver. 22.23 ; noNight there, nor Need of Candle, or 
Sun ; for the Lord groeth them Light, Chap. 22. 5. Burt 
we know that external Means of Scvation will be needful 
for ſome till the End of the World ; by which Souls may 
be brought home to Chriſt. | 

Thus having given what my Apprehenſions are in this 
Matter, and ſhewed what this new Feruſalem is not, and alſo 
what it 1s and whence it comes ; let it be enquired into, 
where ſach a Society of Saints and Saints only, accordi 
to the former Deſcription, may be found. And here, as 
premiſed at firſt, I will not be poſitive, but propoſe to. Con- 
fideration, whether they may not be the Saints of the firſt Re- 
furreftion mention'd Rev. 20 ? That fome Saints ſhall riſe 
before others;is clear in thatChapter,in the begiuning of 
'ThouſandYears, as before : whether all Saints ar no, T 
not determine : that /ame ſhall not then live when #42 are 


raled, 
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raiſed, is as clear ; whether Saints, 'or Sinners, or both, is 
left to Conſideration. "That there will be Saints and S7r- 
ers in the World, during that whole Term of Time, and 
ſo until the End thereof, and to the End of the World, we 
| have good Ground from Scripture to believe : that Chriſt 
will appear long þbefore- the End of. the World 6r ultimate 
Day, hath been formerly proved : that when he cometh, 
he will come with all hisSaints, Zech. 14. 5; Zude 14 : and 
why not theſe Saints that come with Chriſt be the new Je- 
ruſalem coming down from God out of Heaven, who are to 
live and reign withChriſt a T houſand Years, Chap. 20; and 
that on Earth, Chap. 5.16 Again, why may not theſe be 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfef, and Church of the 
firſt born to which we are come, Heb. 12.23, or what elſe 
is the Meaning of that Place * Once more, why may nox 
theſe be thoſe who ſtand on Mount Sion with the Lamb, Rev. 
14, and follow him whitherſoever he goes, which are re- 
deemed from among Men, being the firſt Fruits unto God 
and to the Lamb ; who were without Fault before the Throne | 
of God ? and are dj/tin# from the four Beaſts and the El- 
I ders, which I underſtand to be the Church which will be 
| - at that Time. If theſe or ſome of theſe be not the new 
bi: | Feruſalem 1 know not where to find it. 
A I know that yery few are-of this Opinion, that the ra:/e4 
8 Saints are the New Feruſalem ; but rather think that the 
ET | New Heaven and New Earth, of which Peter ſpeaks, 24 
- nt Epiſtle, 3d Chap. 13. are the New Feruſalem. For Reſo- 
| lution in this Caſe, and as an Addition to what hath been 
already written; I ſhall propoſe to Conſideration, (1.) Whe- 
ther. thinking ſo, or ſaying ſo, without any Proof, will make 
it ſo ?. (2dly.) the Apoſtle Fob» makes them #wo diſtin 
T hings, Rev. 21.1, 2. The New Heaven and New Earth, 
ſeems to be quite another Thing ; and I underſtand it to be 
no,other than the Zerviſh evangelical Church, repreſented to 
us after a, legal Manner by the Prophet Ezekiel, under the 
Name &,Notion of a C:ty and Temple ; which is like to be 
the 
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' the moſt glorious Church that ever was in the World; *tis 
more than poſfible, that zhis may be the New Heaven and 
New Earth, when Jeruſalem Gall be a Rejoicing, and her 
People a Foy, Ia. 65. 17, 18 ; being called there the New 
Heaven, oe ; New the Earth, | 

And yet notwithſtanding this New Heaven and New 

Earth, as it is difcribed by Eze#tel, differs in many Reſ- 
petts from the New Zeruſalem ; as will appear by compar- 
ms 70hn & Ezek. together. For, firſt, In the New Zeru- 

ſalem, there is no Temple ; for the Lord God Almighty, and 
the Lamb are the T emple thereof, Rev. 21.22 ; but that 

City mentioned by Ezekiel had a T emple, Chap. 41. 1,4; 
implying that there ſhould be external Worſhip : And what 
elle is the Meaning of the Prieſts and Offerings lo often - 
mentioned there ? See Zec. 14. 16. Again, in the New 
Feruſalem the River of the Yaters of: Life, proceedeth out 
of the T hrone of God and the Lamb, Rev. 22. 1 ; but in 
that Houſe menzioned by Ezekiel, Chap. 47. 1; ' the 
Waters (not the River of the Waters of Life) iſſueth from 
under the T hreſhold of the Houſe, at the South Side of the 
Altar. (Thirdly) In the new Feruſalem is the Tree of 

Life on either Side of the River, ver. 2. but by thatRiver 
that ſhall iſſve out of the Sanfuary of that City in Ezetzel 
ſhall grow Trees for Meat, Chap. 47. 12. Again, once 
more, and once for ail, this City new nb 5 comes down 

from God out of Heaven, and whither doth it come but to 
the new Heaven and new Earth © for the firſt Heaven and 

Earth were paſſed away, Rev. 21. 1, 2 ; they [ball nat be 
remembered,nor come into Mind, Iſai.65. 17. All theſe Thing 
being conſidered, it ſeems to me impoſſible that this new 


Heaven and new Earth ſhould be the ſame with the new _. 


 Feruſalem, The Sum is this ; Peter tells us of a new | 
ven and new Farth, and Ezekiel of a City and Temple F, 
but neither of them tells us that either of theſe is hs 
Feruſelem : It remains then that John and Fohn only 4 
Ee know) ſpeaks of this new Feruſaley': And foe 
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ther. thinking ſo, or ſaying ſo, without any Proof, 


"ſeems.to'be. quite another Thing ; and I underſtand it to be 
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raiſed, is as clear ; whether Saints, 'or Sinners, or both, is 
left to Conſideration... That 'there will be Saints and S1n- 
ers in the, World, during that whole Term of Time, and 
ſo until the End thereof, and to the End of the World, we 
have good Ground from Scripture to believe : that Chriſt 
will appear long þefore- the End of. the, World 6r ultimate 
Day, hath been formerly proved : .that when he cometh, 
he will come with all hisSaints, Zech.14. 5 ; Zude 14: and 


' why not theſe Saints that come with Chriſt be the new 7e- 


ruſalem coming down from God out of Heaven, who are to 
live and reign withChriſt a T houſand Years, Chap. 20 ; and 
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that on Earth, Chap. 5. 16? Again, why may not theſe be 


the Spirits of juſt Men made perfef, and Church of the 
firſt barn to which we are comg, Heb. 12.23, or what elſe 
is the Meaning of that Place ? Once more, why may nox 
theſe be thoſe who ſtand on Mount $ton with the Lamb, Rev. 
14, and follow him whitherſoever he goes, which are 1e- 
deemed from among Men, being the firſt Fruits unto God 
and to the Lamb ; who were without Fault before the T hrone 
of God ?. and are d;/tinf from the four Beaſts and the El- 


\ ders, which I underſtand to be the Church which will be 
- at that Time. If theſe or ſome of theſe be not the new 


Feruſalem I know not where to find. it. 

I know that yery few are-of this Opinion, that the raed 
Saints are the New Feruſalem ; but rather think that the 
New Heaven and New Earth, of which Peter ſpeaks, 24 
Epiſtle, 34 Chap. 13. are the New Feruſalem, For Reſo- ' 
lution in'this Caſe, and as an Addition to what hath been. * 
already written; I ſhall propoſe to Conſideration, ( 1) Whe- 

vill make 
it ſo.?, (2dly.) the Apoſtle Zohn makes them two diſtin&# 
Things, Rev. 21..1, 2. The New Heaven and New Earth, 


ts 
_ 


no,othex. than the Ferviſh evangelical Church, repreſented to 
iS hy 


ug after anner by the Prophet Ezektel, under the 


Name'& 


« 2 1M. 


gyjen of 2 Cit and Temple ; which 1 like tobe, 


z 
by 
: 


S.& 
” SA. 74... 


Earth were paſſed away, Rev. 21.1,2; they 


| ought 1 know) Ipeaks of this new Feruſalen : Ard. 


"> 


the moſt glorious-Church that ever was in the World; "is 
more than poſſible, that zhis may be the New Heaven an 
New Earth, when TFeruſalem Gall be a Rejoicing, and ber 
People a Foy, Iſa. 65. 17, 18 ; being called there theNew 
eaven, and New the Farth, _ Re” 
And yet notwithſtanding this New Heaven and New 
Earth, as it is diſcribed by Ezetiel, differs in many Reſ- 
pedts from the New Teruſalem ; as will appear by compar- 
mg 70hn & Ezek. together. - For, firſt, In the New Feru- 
akn, there is no Temple ; for the Lord God Almighty, and 
the Lamb are the T emple thereof, Rev. 21. 22 ; but that 
City mentioned by Ezekiel had a Temple, Chap. 41. 1,4 ; 
implying that there ſhould be external Worſhip : And what 


elſe 1s the Meaning of the Prieſts and Offerings lo often - 


mentioned there ?. See Zec. x4. 16. Again, in the New 
Jeruſalem the River of the Waters of: Life, proceedeth out 
of the T hrone of God and the Lamb, Rev. 22. 1 ; but in 
that Houſe menzioned by Ezetzel, Chap 47-.1;-.the 
Waters (not the River of the Waters of Life) ifſteth from 
under the T breſhold of the Houſe, at the South Side of the 
Altar. (T hirdly) In the new Feruſalem is the Tree of 


Life on either Side of the River, ver. 2. but by thatRiver 


that ſhall iſſue out of the SanQuary of that City in Ezettel 
ſhall grow Trees for Meat, Chap. Y; 12. Again; once 


more, and once for all, this City new 7eruſalem comes down 


the new Heaven and new Earth * for the firſt Heaven and 


remembered,nor come into Mind,Iſai.65. 17. All theſe A , 
being conſidered, it ſeems to me impoſſible that this new 


Feruſalem, "The Sum is this ; Peter tells us of a newFW 


Heaven and new Earth ſhould be the ſame with _ _ 


ven and new Farth, and Ezekiel of a City and Ti 


gervuſolem : Ir remains then that 70bn and Fohn andy 


{ 
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| from God out of Heaven, and whither doth' it  come' but to. 


p 


| but neither of them tells us that either of theſe is the maniif 
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ought I yet ſee,that which hath been already propoſed in,and 
rouching'thisMztter, is moſt likely to be the new Zern/alem. | 
It may be thought, that enough, 1f not too much, hath been 

Þ written about this Matter, and leſs might have been better : 

: bur if it be not true, it is too much; and if it be true, . tis 
too little. IT baving obſerved how much Men differ in their 
Apprehenſions about it, have conſidered the more of it : and 
however ſome Men may thipk it but a ſmall Marter, yet 
they may be miſtaken : if they are the true Sayings of God, 
bleſſed are they that read and hear them,Cþap. 1. 3 : and thzs 
new Feruſalem is no other then the Bride, the Lambs Hife ; 
as is clear from Rev. 21: 2, compar'd with ver. 16. 

But it' may be ſome will ſay, tis impoſſible, for Souls - ] 

coming down from Heaven #4 their-Bodies have been 

_ raiſed from theDead, and Bodies and Souls united together, 
to live on Earth and converſe amongſt Men who are in a 
State of Mortality. But that may he poſſible, which to ts 
may ſeem impoſlible ; for with God all Things are poſlible, 
Mat. 19. 26. And we know Car1sT did fo, after his Re- 
furre&tion forty Days together : and doubtleſs' Moſes and 
Elias both in Souls and Bodies appeared .to. ſome of the 
Apoſtles, Moat. 17. 3, and they took great Delight and Con- 
tentment therein. And why:then may not the raiſed Saints 
be ſo repreſented, as to have and hold a holy and heavenly 
OC eoK with Men on Earth ; appearing and difap- 
pea At Ples ure, eveh as Chriſt did before he aſcended. 

gain, ” not raiſed Saints as, well as Angels? who ap- 

bs 1 to Abraham and Lott, Gen. 18.2; &19.1; 

Ih with human Bodies, cating of ſuch Things as were 

"before them : yea CuzisT himſelf after his Reſurrefion, 

ny eat @ Piece of a broiled Fiſh, and of en Honey , 


UB 24. 42. 
-» 4 47 | 


having written alfeady ſomething: of the nexr or | 
Coming of Chriſt, of the firſt Reſurreftion, of the 
lem, and ſeveral Things to come ; I ſhall in the |] . 


\ 
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nextPlace write ſomething of Gos & Ma696; who, by the 
Inſtigation of theDevil, ſhall be gathered together at the End 
of the togoTeays to engage in Mar panini theCamp of- the 
Saints and che: beloved City, mentioned Kev. 20.9. And 
here we ſhall enquire A who' this Gog and Magog may 
be; and whether this Gog and. Magog mentioned by 7ohr, 
be the ſame of whom Ezetiel ſpeaks, Chap. 38, and; 39. 

' The Scripture indeed ſpeaks of Magog, who was one of 
the Sons of Fapher, Gen. 10. 2; 1 Chron: 1.5 ; but I ds, 
not remember - it. ſpeaks of - Gop, until the Time” of 
the Prophet Ezekiel, Chap. 38. 3; where he is mien» 
tioned as the chief” Prince of REA and T uball : Neither 
do I remember that eyer I read or heard of any one Nation: 
that ever were called by that Name : and therefore;I think 
they are a Compound of many Nations, repreſented to'us by 
that Name, both by Ezet:el and Fohn, as will * appear by, | 
comparing Ezetiel 38: 5, 6, with Rev. 20.8; they were 
ſuch as the Prophets of old had ſpoken of, ver. 17, by /ome- 
other Name. PSRIC 

The next Thing to be enquired into'is, whether this Gog. 
* and Magog mentioned by Ezekiel! be the ſame which the- 

Apoltle Sn ſpeaks of Rev 26. For clearing of this, we 
my conſider, (fr/? ) the T ime, when theſeEnemies of God 
and-of his Church ſhall appear inArms ; and (2dly) with or 
againſt whom they ſhall engage; . and ( aly) the Occaſion 
or moving Cauſe thereof., (Firſt) tor the Time : and 
here, we muſt underſtand, that Gog and Magog ſpoken of 
by Ezekiel are to be Contemporanes with the Zews either 
at the Tims or not long after their Return to- their own 
Land ; as appears by. the whole Story, Chap. 38. & 3% to. 
4 which the Reader is referred. (2dly) "The Perſons againſt 
| whom they are to engage in this War : and they are tay 


* cipally the Nation of the Ferws, tho” it may be not only 
. with them. - (3dly) the Occaſion or ' moving Cauſe : 
that ſeems to be, either the Weakneſs of that-Nation at this 
Time, as not being yet ſertled in their own Land, or” thair” 
® H 2 Security, 


oF 
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Security,or both, as ver.11'; but it was dy to ſpoil them, 
or to make a Prey of them, as ver..12. 


And now let us 

conſider, whether theſe CharaQters will agree with that Gog | 
and Magog ſpoken of before Rev. 20. (Firſt) as to the 
Time of Ris War ; vhe one being at or not long after the 
Return of the Zews to their own Land, Preparation there- 
unto will be under the pouring -out of the, 6th Val ; and 
the other will not be till the End of the T houſand Years, 
and after the looſing of Satan out of the bottomleſs Pit. 
(2dly) One will engage principally againſt the Zew1/þ Na- 
tion ; but the other will be againſt the whole Church of God, 
conſiſting both of Fes and Gentiles.; repreſented to us- 
under the Name and Notion of the Camp of the Saints, and 


the beloved City. (3My) As to the Occaſion of this War, 


viz, the Weakneſs of this People, or their Security, or, both, 
or to take or 'make a Spoil of them, in the one ; but no. 
ſach Thing is hinted, nor-can be ſuppoſed concerning the 
other. But that which will put all out of doubt, that this 
Gog & Magog mentioned by Ezetiel is not the fame ſpoken 
of by eh, is this; in the one, we have a Propheſy of a 
Battle, a great Battle, and ſuch as was never heard of before 
in the.World ; but in the other, n9 Battle at all, no Stroak 
Kruck. on either Side : for when once this great Battle is 
over, . they ſhall learn Wat no more, Swords muſt be turned 
to Plow Shears, and Spears to pruning Hooks ; when God 
/hall judge the Nations and rebuke many People, Iſai. 2. 4. 
In further . Proſecution of the Matter propoſed to be 

ſpoken to, we ſhall find, that the Scripture makes mention 
of three great Battles which are yet future ; or it may be, 
one Battel foretold'in three ſeveral Places of Scripture, viz. 
by two Prophets and one Apoſtle, viz. by Foel, Ezekiel and 
Fobn': and it is called by 70hn, Rev. 16. 14, the Battle of 
the great Day of God Almighty. Somewhat of this Battel 


hath been ſpoken of before Page 17,. to which the Reader” 


is referred, I fhall ſpeak a little. more of it here. You 


| Fave been told there of the Kings of the Earth antl of the. 


whole 
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whole World being gathered together : we. tell you now, 
tis. Gop that gathereth them together : Toel 3. 2, I will ga- 
ther all Nations and bring them down to the Valley of Febo-. 
G5 290 : and Ezekiel 38. 16, ſpeaking concerning Gog and, 
ag0g, God ſaith, 1 will bring thee againſt myLand ; and. 

{0 es, 16.16, He gathered them into a Place called Are 
mageddon ; for ſo T am told the Word: may be rendered. 
Again, they all three declare, that this Warlike Aſſembly. 
will be principally againſt the Fews, Chap.-38: 8, 16; Foel 
3.1; Kev. 16. 12; and that it' will be. jn the Land of 
TFudea that they ſhall be deſtroyed : And they all ſhew, 
the dreadful Effe&s that will follow, Chap. 38. 19, 20 ; Feel 
15.16; Rev. 16.18, 19, 20. And all agree that when this 
Bade is over, there will be a peaceable and proſperous Sjate.. 
of” the Church ; this being the laſt Battle that eyer will be: 
fought in the World. ' So that if we view thele Scriptures,. 
we ſhall ſee that they all ſpeak of the fame Enemies, ga- 
thered together by the ſame Hand, engaged againſt the fame 
People, at the fame Time, upon the ſame Occaſion, to be 
deſtroyed in the ſame Place ; and the ſame Effefts to fol-, 
low, viz. terrible to the one, and comfortable to the other. 
So that ou ſee this War is not a War, in which, the Ene- 
mies of God ſhall fight one againſt another, as they often 
do upon divers Occaſions; but it will be a Comhination of 
them all. againſt Cuz1sT and his People, and ſpecially bis, 
antient People, And theſe are as I underſtand the Gog and: 
Magog intended by Ezekiel ; and the Gog and Magog. 
mentioned . Rev. 20, are the multiplied Poſterity 9 4 
thoſe few of the Nations that ſhall be left when this Bat le. 
is over, at the beginning of the T bouſand Tears ; when the; 
Id by Ezekiel, ſhall be deſtroyed-in, 


Gog and Magos, foreto 
rs. pi 
Bat yet notwithſtanding all that hath been faid, tis y 
likely there will be great Wars, and much Blood ſhed, a 
the Gris after their Return totheir own Land will be much. 
diminiſhed & brought very low,as we may read inDon.12.1z. 
"OR A Sins - | Y There 
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There foall be flich 4Tineof Teonble as never ws ſince theres 
was aNation even to gra? ooo tony at thatT ime ſhall thy 
People be defyvered*: and the Prophet Zechariah. & V8, 
that mary of then [Ball be cut off and die, Chap. 13.8 ; 4 


- 
: 


* the Lord po fotth #rnd fight : gainiſt theſe Nations, in the 


Bitile of the gftat Diy of Gol Almighty.” For tis « great . 


d6tibt to me, whether all this while that Nation will be 
converted to'Cheiſt-and embrace Chriſtianity, until they be 


in their own Land, and this great. Battle be over. For tis 


very unlikely, conſidering how theſe dry Bones he ſcattered: 
mott* Parts of the World over, and do: hardly know them» 


ſelves of what Nation they are, much leſs do othets know, 


atd it may be ſpeak divers Languages, and how the Goſpel 
ſhould be preached” to them and to their Underſtandings, 
and by whom and in what' 'Tongue, and whether ſeeing 
= have had the Goſpel preached at leaſt to their Prede- 
ceſſors already, who wid reje&t it, and as they ſtill do; what 
Probability is there, that they will now readily embrace it, 
and that ſo ſuddenly, ſo as to be born in a Day ; who hath 


heard ſuch a Thing ? who hath ſeen ſuch Things? ſhall - 


the Earth bring forth' in one Day ? or ſhall a.Nation be 
born! (or new born) at once? for as ſoon as Sion, travelled 
ſhe brought forth her Children, //az. 66. 8. I rather incline 
to' think, that God will ſome Way or other, firſt bring them 
into'their, ownLand, and give them Advantage to return by 
dryin tp the River EvenraTEs, that is as I-conceive by 
Ainidking and abating the great Power of the Turk in and 
abqut that Part of the World ; and that either by inteſtine 
Comtnotions, of Wars with other Nations, or both ; that fo 
S Way nay be Prepared for theſe Kings of the Eaſt to re- 
turn : and this 1s to be.done under. the. pouring out of the 
6jb Fil :. arid now is the Time when theſe dry Bones- 


IF come together ard ſtand upon their Feet, and become an 


exceeding great Army, and have Breath breathed into them, 


and have a civil Life put into them, but no” ſpiritual Life _ 


Fx x- 
TH  * 


Ct ths 
City taker and Houſes rifled, arid Women” taviſhed, before, 
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till they be in their own Land, and at the 6 found, of the 7th * 
Trumpet and the | or * out of the 7t 4 tal : and after 
this great Battle, od will deſtroy all Nations that 
cqme againſt Zeruſalem, then he will pour upon them the 
Spurit 0 00s & Supplicatian ; and then, wil Carst Per- 
frath & viſtbly eppear, a6 they | ball, loak on him whom they 
'bave prerced.and mourn, with a penetential Mourning: and. 
"when his Feet fhall land on ob; Mount of. Olives, from 
whetice he Tut then he will come and all his Saints 
with him, Zech. 14. 3. 5. And. this ts phe great Day of 
Jezartr, when the Children of Fudgh and the Chile, 4 
T/rael /hall be gathered together and appoint them one Heg 
Hof. 1, ult ; ; when the Lard ' [ball be Kew over all the Earth, 
Zech. 14.9; and all the Kingdoms of this. World becomg 
vis, Rev.11.15 : and now will Michael fland up, the greet 
Prince, which ſtandeth for the Chilgren of Daniel's People ; 


and then” they ſhall be delivered; and all thts 2 Thouſand 

Years before the general 7, Fenn 

'Fhe Sum of aff and that which I intend is thig;yiz. That, 

theGog & Magop {; poken, of byEzetiel i is notthe ſame ſpoke 

of by 7ohn Rev. 20 ; nor any oneNation,but x emponng © 

miny Na ations, who ſhall engage in aWar,not one with angth wha 

but principally with the Zews ; and that after Net 

their ji p66 Way being made for them.by DO0h 

of the Turkiſh Power on the Borders of £ rar; ; E 

after manyConflifts the -Fews will be br wg y 

much diminiſhed ; and many Nations ſhal be gat ak 0 

ether in Battle againſt them to deſtroy them ; this Battle 

Token of by Ezekiel, Foel and Fobn ;. yet no \pir B2) 
e till the Sound of e 7th Trumpet and me pouring 

out of the wth Val, which probably will be by Chriſt him, 

ſelf ; when they ſhall be Gavened to Chriſtianity, partly. 
y Viſon, Chriſt perſonally appearing to. Hh P they 
| look upon and ſee'with thei Bodily Eyes and mourn, 

under a deep "Senſe of theirSin,; and then ws likely will * 

oy 3s thoſe converted Ja At. 37, What foall xe ol 
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£ and as Paul chan ſtruck down, Lord what wilt thou have 


me to do ? then poſlibly the Goſpel may be preached to 


them, as.it was to thoſe, and three Times three Thouſand 


- converted at one Sermon, and. that fulfil'd the Prophet 


{poken of before, that a Nation it born at once, ahd their 
Feer be accounted beautiful that bring theſe glad Tidings 
to them ; and then, and never till then, will they fay, 


: Bleged is he that cometh to us in the Name of the Lord. 


And now (God aſſiſting) I ſhall write a little about the 
POURING OUT OF THE SPIRIT UPON ALL FLEsN, which is 
yet future, ar leaſt in Part, and as to the full Accompliſh- 
'ment thereof, and as a Concommitant of all theſe Things, 
from Foel 2. 28, 29; 1t ſhall come to paſs afterwards that 
1 will pour out my Spirit upon all F, þ, &c. 

- And here ſeveral Things offer themſelves to Conſidera- 
tion ; as firſt what's meant by Spirit ; and what by pour- 
ing but ; as alſo who are the Subjetts of it ; together with 
the Efe@#s thereof ; and then hſtly, as to the fime when 


this ſhall be, intimated in the Word afterwards : ſomething. 


may be written briefly to theſe Things. 

And firſt what's meant by ryourinG ouT oF THE SpiRIT. 
And here we. muſt know, that the Communication of Tas. 
SeizIT is repreſented to ns in Scripture more Ways than 
one, as ſometimes by Donation, 1 Fohn 3. 13, God is faid 
there to give us his Spirit : Zohn 14. 16, God the Father 
is aid there to give the Comforter, which is his Spirit : Luk. 
It. 13, how much more ſhall your heavenly Father give his 
Spirit to them” that aſk it * Again, ſometimes tis repreſented 
to us by Mon, or ſending: Fobn 14. 26, Chriſt tells 
them, that the Father would ſend the holy Ghoſt that fhould 
teach them all Things : And Chap. 16. 7, he tells them 
apain, he would ſend the Comforter : Gal. 4. 6, God is faid 
there to /end forth the Spirit of his Son into our Hearts. 


Sometimes alſo, by Apron or ſprinkling : hence Chriſt, 


is ſaid to ſprinkle many Nations, Iſai. 52. 15 : and to ſprinkle 


* 
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clean Water upon them, Ezekiel 36. 25 ; which IT underſtand 
of the Spirit. Again, ſometimes by Infuſion or pmting his 
Spirit in us, Ezekiel 36.27; and Chap. 37. 14. And the 
laſt that I ſhall mention is, - by EFufion or pouring out of 
his Spirit upon us ; as in the Text propoſed to be ſpoken to, 
quoted alſo by the Apoſtle Peter, AW. 2. 17 : we thave- 
the ſame Expreſſion of pouring of the Spirit, Tſai. 44-3 
as alſo Chap. 32. 15, where the Spirit is promiſed -ro+ be 
poured out from on High : we have the fie Ex reſlion, 
Lech. 12.10: there is one Scripture more, and all that -at 
preſent is with me, where this Expreſſion of eve 6 0 
the Spirit is uſed, and that is Prov. 1. 23, behold I- will 
pour out my Spirit upon you, &c, But what may we thitik"1s 
meant by pouring ut ? Pouring out inScripture doth ofdi- 
narily, if not always ſignify, an Abundance of rhat which is 
poured forth : as when God brings Abundance of Wrath on 
a People, he is faid to pour out his Wrath, as we might ea« 
ily inſtance in Scripture : hence we read of- ſo many Yials 
of Wrath which were to be poured out on them that were 
the Subjefts of them until they were deſtroyed, Rev. 16 # 
the like is faid when God promiſcth Abundance of Mercy; 
he is faid to pour it out, as in Mal. 3. 10 : God faith there 
that he would open the Windows of Heaven and pour-out 
ſuch a Bleſſing as there ſhould not be Room to receros it. 
So that we fee what is meant by pouring forth. nr 

'The next Thing to be mquired mto 1s what is meant 'by 
ar” which is thus to be poured out ? -By Spirit in- this 
ace, I do not underſtand the Per/on of the Hory Srirrr t 
tho? that is {aid to dwell in all Believers, and- if any Man 
bath not the Spirit of Chriſt he is-tione of his, Rom. 8: g,; 
2Trm. 1.14: Neither do I think, by Sprrit here is meant 


' the ordinary Gifts of the Spirit, which every Believer re- 


ceives at his firft Converſion. But I think by Spirit in 
this Place is meant a plentiful Efuſion of the Gifis-&f-the 
Spurit, which are extraordinary : as will evidently arptarit 
we compare this Text with £2. 2. 17 ; and take the;* poithe 


, I Peter's 
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Peter'sCommentary on theWords. For it cannot be denied, 
but that the Apoſtles, and for any Thing that I know,others 
that were with them at Zeruſalem after Chriſt was aſcended, 
they all had received the ordinary Gifts of the Spirit at 
their farſt Converſion ; and yet they were to wait there for 
the Promiſe of the Father, which Chriſt hath told them 
of before, Luk. 24. 49 : But what was this Promiſe ? only 
of more and higher Degrees of the ordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit which they had already received ? I cannot think fo; 
and theConſequence doth make it evidently to appear that it 
was otherwiſe. But when and where was this Promiſe of 
the Father made which they were to wait for ?. T he Apoſtle 
Peter when they began to ſpeak with other Tongues, A. 
2.4; 1n the 16th Verle tells them, that t6:5 was that whicy 
was ſpoken of by the Prophet Foel ; and therefore this in 
my Underſlanding is the Promiſe of the Father which they 
were to wait for-; conliſling only .in the pouring out of 
extraordinaryGifts both of Tongues, Propheſy andMiracles. 

'The next 'Thing to be conlidered, is the Subjects or Re- 
cepients upon whom the Spirit was thus to be poured out : 
and that the Prophet tells us,-and after him the Aps/?le, that 
tis upon all Fleſh. By all Fleſh, here we are not to un- 
derſtand all Maniind, as tis taken in Gen. 6. 12, where tis 
faid that all Fleſh had corrupted their Way. No, nor are 
we to underſtand ir of all Saints neither ; but ſome of all 
Sorts and Sexes, viz. Jews and Gentiles, young ,and old, 
Male and Female, Sons and Daughters, Servants and Hand- 
maids. And there were above an Hundred beſides the Apo- 
files, and rhat Women as well as Men, aſſembled together at 
Feruſalem, waiting for this Promiſe : A. 1. 14, 15, and 
they were all wvith one Accord in one Place ; Chap, 2. 1, and 
they were all filled with the holy Ghoſt, and began. to ſpeak 
1th other T ongues as the Spirit gave them Utterance ; and 
that not only upon Zews,but uponGentiles,alſo were poured 
out the Gifts of the holy Ghoſt, as we. may ſee AZ. 10.45, 
46. Upon Cornelius, his Family, and his Kindred, and- near 
| Friends, 
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Friends,ver. 24 : and in Chap. 19. ver. 2, we read of Dif- 
ciples that were Believers and doubtleſs had received the 
ordinary Gifts of the Spirit, and ſuch as were ſaving ;. atid 
yet were Strangers to theſe extraordinary Gifts, till Paul 
laid his Hands on them, and then they received theſe ex- 
| traordinary Gifts, and ſpake with T ongues and did Propheſy : 
| and tis very likely theſe were Gentiles. ' ''The firſt Effett 
then that followed after the pouring out of the Spirit was the 
Gift of Tongues ; the Goſpel being now to be pony to 
all the World, and the Diſciples being moſt of them, if nor 
all, unlearned Men ; the Wiſdom of * Ged ſaw it neceſſary 
in order thereunty, to give them to ſpeak and to underftand 
all Languages, that thoſe Nations to whom*they were* to 
preach might underſtand what was ſpoken. Tis true indeed, 
this Gift of "Tongues, nor Miracles, is not mentioned by 
Foel': but yet Peter tells us, and we mult believe him, that 
when 'they thus ſpake-with Tongues, 1hiy was that which 
was ſpoken of by the Prophet Joel ; without which they 
could not Propheſy, or preach the Goſpel ro all Nations; or 
to the Edification of them to whom they were to ſpeak. 
The next Thing therefore we ſhall take Notice of is 
that which is mentioned-both by the Prophet and the Apo- 
\ files; and that is Propheſy. Prophely inSeripture is ſome- 
times taken for a foretelling of "Things to come : much 
of what . the Prophets ſpake in Times paſt was then future 
when ſpoken : the zvhole Book of Revelation is called*a 
Propheſy, Chap. 1. 2 ; and yet when made known to'Fobr 
was'all future, ver. 1.” But I do-not underſtand Prophely in 
this Seffſe-in this Place, (tho' T do not know but Ged'may 
ſometimes in an extraordinary Way, make known to ſome 
of his Servants Things to come) for there were Prophets in 
the primative Times, as we may read A#.'13. 1 ; asBarna- 
bas and” Simeon, and Lucius, and Manaen, and Saul ; and 
theſe were called'their Teachers, Weread alſo A#.11.27, 
| of Prophets which came from Feruſalem to Antioch, of whom 
Agabus was one, who Jignfed by the Spirit that there ſhould 
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be's great Dearth in all the World, which came to paſs mm 
the Days of Claudius Ceſar : and in AF. 15. 32, we read 
of Zudas and Silas that were Prophets : and A. 19. 7, 


tis ſaid there were twelve Diſtiples at Epheſus which did 


. propheſy : and. the. Apoſtle Paul, who was more than a 
He, ſpeaks very much of Prophets and Prophe/ying, 
I; Cor. 12. & 14 ; and-faith expreſly, that God hath /et mm 

his Church next\after Apoſtles, PRoenETs : and we read not 

.only of Prophets,, but Propheteſſes allo, Af, 21.8. 9, 
Philip the Deaconhad four Daughters that were Virgins 

that did Propheſy,' +I do not think, that all good Men and 

Women could/Propheſy : the Apoſtle ſeems to deny that, 

-1 Cor.-12 ; Are all Prophets ? are all Teachers ? do all 
work Miracles ? or do all fpeak with T ongues © but there 
ate Diverſity of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit ; as the Apoſtle 
ſhews at large x Cor. 12, And indeed it was for this very 
End, amongſt others, that Chriſt aſcended to groe Gifts to 

Aden; and that not only ordinary, but extraordinary, and 
the Gift, of Propheſy as well as others, Eph. 4.11 : and 
Chriſt told his Diſciples, that sf” he did nat aſcend, the Com- 

forter would not come : but had they not the ſaving Pre- 

fence and Power of the Spirit alroddy, and the ordinaryGifts 
of the Spirit long before this Time ! 

fore it muſt needs be meant not of higherDegrees & greater 

Meaſures of the ordinary Gifts of the Spirit only, but of 

thoſe which was extraordinary. © 
+-And the Effe& of pouring out the Spirit was, ſeerng of 

#'rftons and dreaming of Dreams; of which I- ſhall/ write 

2: little, and but a little. We know: that God-revyealed his 

Mind-to his Servants; and fometimes to others alſo- in -the 

old Teſtament, often'by Yi/ions, and by Dreams. Abra» 

ham had: a- Yiſron, Gen: 15. 1; and tis like a Dredw allo 
ver. 12. Facob bad a Dream, Chap. 21.11: ;F&/pa had 

{wo Dreams : Maſes had a Viſion, Exod. 3. 2: Fob bad his 

Dreams and Vifiens, tho? they were a Terror to-kim;."7o6, 


7.14: {fatab had Y*ſtons, Chap. 4.1; & 6. 1: Execkiel had 


many, * 


yea doubtleſs ; there- 


. 
_ Ina Am S cx. —Y __—_— " E__ \ [RS 


many, Chap. 1. 1, And we read in the New Teſtament, 
Foſeph had a Dream ta fly into Egypt, and a Dream to 
returp out of Egypt, Mat. 2. 13. 19 : the wiſe Men were 
warned by a Dream, not to return to Feruſalem, ver, 12. 
Zecharias had a Viſion, Luk. 1. 22, | And atter the ſending 
of the Spirit by extraordinary Gifts, .Annanias had a X ifion 
Ad. g. 10: Cornelius had a Viſion, AG. 10.3 ; Peter allo 
faw a Viſion, ver. 17 : Paul had a Kiſion, A. 16.9; yea 
more then one, for he had as many as he could well bear, 
2 Cor. 12.1: much of the Revelation was made known to 


Tebn by Viſion. And tis likely, the-EffeQts of pouring ant 


the Spirit are not all recorded in Scripture ; yet we - muſt 
and qught to believe, that either they have been or ſhall be 
fulfilled : but it hath been ſhewed that it, hath been poured 
out in an extraordinary Way upon Fews & Gentiles, young 
and: old, Male-and Female, Servants & Handmaids. Now 
of other Effets, about the Sun being turned into Darkneſs 
and the Moon into Blood, we have written ſomething of this 
before ; and therefore ſhall forbear to write cf it-here ; 
and come to 

The 14/t T hing propoſed to be ſpoken 'to. ; ind-that- is 
the Tixe to which this Propheſy- doth refer, held forth in 
the Word Afterward. This Word Afterward, ſeejns to 
refer to ſome remarkable Time which was to go before-it ; 
and the Apoſtle Peter renders it in other Words, A#.- 2. 
17, 1t ſhall come to paſi in the laſt Days : but both the 
Prophet and Apoſile agree in this, that tis a moſt remarkas 
þlePeriod of Time,aFore-runner of ;he great & terribleDay 
of the Lord, as the Prophet ſpeaks ; and the ApoſUe after 
him calls. it the notable Day of the Lord. And indeed, whe+ 
ther we take it as;paſt, or future, it hath been bath foteble 
and 7errible, and will yet be more notable and terrible, when 
this Propheſy ſhall be fully accompliſhed : Netable-;to- the 
Peqple-of- God that - «all an him/; for they ſhall-be ſaved, 
ver::21.; but terribleits. his and:rheir Enemies ;/ for:[they 
fhall-be deflroyed :* Maltitedes, Miltitudes in the Fall 


of 
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of Deciſion, for the Diy of the Lord is near in the Valley bf 
Deciſion, Foel 3. 14. The right Underſtanding of theT ime 
to which this Prophecy refers, will give great Light to the 
Point under Confidetation. *Tis true indeed, this Prophecy 
was" in Part fulfilled: immediately after Chriſt's Aſcention*: 
but that there is yet a further Accompliſhment of it ro be 
expetted, will eaſtly be: madetto appear ; for ſome prophe- 
tical'Scriptures may be fulfilled more than once : bur” to 
ſpeak o little more fally. to the T ime.” | 

' [There are two remarkable Perirds of T ime recorded in 
-Seripture, beſides the” uſtimate Period : the one is already 
paſt,the/other is yetUo come': the one at & ſoon after the firſt 
Coming of CyRisT ; and "this Time was'much {poken'of in 
- theScriptures ; and thistheApoſtle calls 1he FIneſs of Tie, 
Gal. 4. 4 : and this'was a'moſt remarkable Time, when the 
Son'of God became the Son of Man to fave poor loſt Men: 
T hrs was a great Day, and many great T hings were done 
at thisT ime : The Way of inſtiruted Worſhip wholly chang- 
ed; and the ceremonial Law aboliſhed, ' and another Wa 
appointed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt inſtead thereof; the 
Levitical Prieſthood: laid afide or changed, and Goſpel Mi- 
niſters appointed to ſupply'that Place ; the national Church 
ceaſed;- the Fervs rejefting the Goſpel, are caſt off; and 
the'Gennles receiving theGoſpel, are takeh into theirRoom; 
Ciry-and Temple ruined ;the;Nation, Maultitudes, Multi- 
tades'deſtroyed, the'reſt ſcattered all the World over; the 
Goſpel to be preached to. all Nations ; to that End, ' extras 


ordinaryGifts are given, —_— other Things done which . | | 


might be mentioned: And therefore this. was a great Day, 
both' notable 8 terrible: \And this Peter ealls the laſt Days ; 
it /batl come in the laſt Days - Pasl allo calls Goſpel Times, 
the laſt Days ; Heb. 1.1, in theſe laſtDays God hath ſpoken 
to us by <his' Son. \/T here's alſo the latter Part of the laſ? 
Days'; and this is alfoicalled tbe laſt Days, 1ſz. 2. 2. The 
Prophet there tells us;-rhat1m the haſt Days the Mountain 


of the\Lord"s" Houſe Joall. bereftabiiſbed in the Top of th | 


ountains, 


| 


The. pouring out of thewdpit it. 67 
Mountains ,& be exalted abave the Hills; Andleſt any ſhould 
think this hath been already fulfilled,the qth Verſe will tell 
us. no; for jt: will be: whenSwords muſt be peaten into Ploww- 
ſhares, and Spears into Pruning-Hooks,and when they ſhould 
learn War no more : And Pall tells us, that in the laſt Days 
ſhall come perilous T imes ; that is the latter Part of the laſt 
Days, 2 Tim. 3.1 : This is called allo the latter Times, 
I fin. 4- 1, when ſome ſhall depart fromithe Faith, . . Fob 
tells us, that CyugisT hall ſtand at the latter Day upon the 
Earth, Chap. 19. 25. Baalim allo prophelied what 'great 
Things God would do for //#ael in the latter. Days. 1 will 
adyertiſe thee hat this People [hall do to thy People in the 
latter Days, Numb. 24. 14. Hoſea alſo ſpeaking of. the 
Calling of the Zews, faith it will be 27 1þe latter Days ; 
Chap. 3. 5, they ſhall fear the Lord and his Goodneſs in the 
[a:ter Days. ,.So that we fee there is the laſt Days, and the 
latter Part of the laſt Days ; and yet all this /ong before the 
ultimate Day. ; [ao 

There is yet another remarkable Period of T ime which is 
yet future ; and that will be at the /etong or next Coming of” 
CagisT.. His firſt Coming was to put away Sin by the Sa- 
crifice: of himſelf; his /econd Coming will be without Sin to 
our Salvation, of which we have written before : his #r/2 
Coming was mean in outward Appearance ; his /econdComing 
will be unſpeakably glorious, 701th Power and great Glory, 
Matt. 24.' hen he comes to build up. Sion, he will appear 
in his Glory, Pſa. 102. 16: Then be will. come with Ten 
T houſand of his Saints, and take unto himſelf his great Pawer' 


_ and "reign, and all the Regen: of this World become 


bis, Rev. 11. 15 ; deal wonderfully with and for his Peo- 
ple,. Zoe! 2.26. | | 

I do nat know any.one Thing in Scripture more inſiſted 
on, than the Glory of the latter Part of the laſt Days, in- 
cluding the 'T hou/and Years of the Kingdom of Chritt, until 
the laſt Judgment. A ſhort Account of -eyeral Thin 
which will "then be done, .have already been given in this 
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Diſcourſe : but *ris beyond my Underſtanding to declare 
what greatT hings are yet to be done in the World, and how 
much of Prophecy is yet unfulfilled. And among other 
Things, there will be a more full Accompliſhment of the 
pouring out of the Spirit in converting Grace, and the fav- 
" Grfts and Graces of the Sy1giT, both upon Fews and 
rentiles ; when the Spirit ſhall be poured out from on High, 
1a. 32. 15 ; and rhe Filderneſs (that is as I underſtand 
the Fetvs be called) becomes a fruitful Field, and the fruit- 
ful Field becomes a Foreſt ; that is the Fulueſs of the Gen- 
files be brought in. There is a double Fulneſs of the. Gen- 
tiles'; one is from the Time of the Fews Rejedtion, until 
their Converſion : This is called, the Riches of the World, 
and the Riches of the Gentiles, Rev. 11. 12 : And this is 
dlfo called, the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, ver. 25, There is 
alſo enether Fulneſs of the Gentiles ; and that is to com- 
mence ſoon after or in Conjun&#ion with the Calling of the 
Fews ; and this is dear from Rom. 11. 12, compared with 
ver. 15. From the Fulneſs of the Fews, there will be a 
cite Fulneſs to the Gentiles than ever they had before : 
t will be Life from the Dead, ver. 15 : for the Gentiles at 
this Time, in all Likelihood, will be in a low Condition, till 
the Glory of the Lord be riſen upon the Fews ; Darkneſs 
will cover the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs the People, Iſai. 
60. 2 : and that not only to the Body of Gentile Nations, 
but w/e as well as fooliſh Virgins will be flumbering and 
Reeping ; little Faith on Earth, w0hen the Son of Man com- 
eth ; Iittle Hope of reviving the Work of Converſion; till 
this Time be over, We haye a fad Deſcription of the latter 
Part of the laſt Times, immediately preceeding' this remar- 
kable Time before ſpoken ef, 2 7 im. 3. And tis very | 
likely, that thoſe GentrleNations, that do not now come in, | 
will never come in, nor be converted : Upon them ſhall be 
no Rain, that come not to Feruſalem to worſhip the King, the 

Lord of Hoſts, ani to keep the Feaſt of Tabernacles, Zech. 
14. 17, 19 : And this will be a remarkable Time and a 
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great Day, when the Children of Fudah, and the Children of 
Iſrael ſhall be gathered together, and appoint them one Head ; 
it will then be the great *Day of Fezreel, Hoſt 5.5: Yet l 
do not underſtand this Day to be the great and terrible Day 
of the Lord, of which el ſpeaks ; tor that is to be AFTzR- 
WARD ; [that is, after the 'Zews are called, and the Fulneſ5 
of the Gentiles are come in to the Obedience of the Goſpel. 
Neither do I conceive, that yet either Fezw or Gentle had 
received any other Gifts of the Spirit than thoſe that were 
ordinary : neither were extraordinary Gifts ever given to 


any (that I know of) but to thoſe who were already con- 


verted, nor given together with ſaving Grace, and the ordi- 


nary Gifts of the Spirit : Neither do. I think, that the Pro- 
phet doth intend at all any other Gifts bur ſuch as are ex- 
traordinary in this Prophely : for if when the Goſpel was, 
firſt to be preached to all Nations, God faw that extraord:- 
nary Gifts were neceſlary ; and therefore tho? the Apoſtles 
had Commiſſion to go teach all Nations, Mz. 28, 19; yet 
they muſt tarry at Feruſalen, till they were furn 
extraordinary Gifts : and why are not extraord: 
neceſſary as well n9#, as they were then, th 
the ſame ? Tis true, by Virtue of their former 


the Way of the Gentiles till now : And as Chriſt 
traordinary Gifts for the Publication of the Goſpel to a 
Nations, ſo he appointed extraordinary Officers for that 
Work ; /ome _ les, ſome «Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, 
Eph. 4. 11; and gave them ſuitablePower for theExecution 
of their reſpeftive Commiſſions : And we have good Reaſon 
to believe, that when the Goſpel was preached to all Na- 
tions, the End being attained, that theſe extraordinary Gifs 
of Tongues, Propheſy, andMiracles, ceaſed ; as the Apoſtle 
foretold they ſhould, 1 Cor. 13. 8; and conſequently there- 
with,all extrasrdinaryOficers and whatPgwer they had beer 
vefted withal. ' And far ought T know, this may be a good 
Anſwer to thoſe that are of Opinion, that there is Chureh 
We > = K Power 


70 The pouring out of the Spirit. 


Power reſident in-ſome other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons beſides 
ordinary ſtatedChurchOfficers: butif there be ſuch anOrder 
of Men in the World, pray what may we call their Names ? 
have they Scripture Names ? are theyApoſtles, or Prophets, 
or Evangeliſts ? or can they work Miracles ? or have they 
the Gifts of Healing ? CarisT always gives Names to all 
his Officers, and ſtates the Duties of their Places ; and if 
they are extraordinary Officers, they muſt have an extraor- 
dinary Call : but hee obiter : [i.e. Ly the Way} 
And now having written briefty what may be meant b 

—_ in this Propheſy, and what by pouring out upon iſt 

leſh, rogether with the Efects of it, and Cakes as to 
the T rme, viz. the laſt Days as Peter renders it ; all which 
hath been Accompliſhed :n Part or in whole : "That there 
s yet a further and future fulfilling of it, is more than pro- 
bable: and that will appear, if we view the Context both 
before and after. It vl be in thoſe' Days and at that 
n Ged will bring again the Captivity of Fudah 
alem, be jealous for hes Land and pity his People, 

ing for them, deal - wonderfully with them, 
enFudah ſhaHl dwell forever and Feruſalem from 
to Generation ; and after he hath poured out 
e Spirit of Grace and Supplication, Lec. 12.10; 
ey be converted to Chriſtianity, When theſe 'Fhings 
ſhall be fulfilled, alt which is yet to come, then afterward 
the Spirit fhall he poured out pn all Fleſh ; then, and not 
till then : and all this will be before the great and terrible 
Day of the Lord come. For further Demonſtration hereof, 
let it be conſidered, that the Goſpel muſt be preached both. - 
to Fews and Gentiles ; tis likely generally, if- not to all 
Nations : how elſe ſhall they = bo in him of whom they 
have not heard * and how ſhall they hear without aPreacher ? 
and how ſhall they.preach except they be ſent ? ſo then Faith 
cometh by hearing : I might alk how ſhall they underſtand 
what they hear, except it be ſpoken in their own Language ? 
Tis poſſible, they may receive Conviftion of Unbelief, by 
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Viſion, by looking on him whom they have. peirced, and 
other Gentile Nations together with them : for when-he 
comes with Clouds, every Eye ſhall ſge him, Rev. r. 7 : but 
yet there is ſomething more neceſſary to Salvation beſides 
Convittion of Sin. 'Dhe Zews were convinced and pricked 
at the Heart, A. 2. 37 ; but yet they did not know what 
to do, till Peter told them, that they muſt repent and be bap- 
tized before they could receive the Gift of the holy Ghoſt. 
Paul was convinced both by Voice and-Viſion ; bur yer did 
not know what to do, nor would CarisrT tell him, but ſends 
him to Ananias, and he was to tell him, what he ſhould do, 
AF. 9. 6. The Faylor was convinced y an Earthquake ; 
but yet did not know what to do to be ſaved, till told by 
Paul and Silas. 

CurisT hath a great Harveſt yer to fetch in, all the 
World over, both -amiong Fews and Genttles ; and it will 
not come in without a great many Hands ; and we pray for 
. the Coming in of it ; but never think of Hands : but 
CurisT will find Hands and qualify them for his Service ; 
he did ſo at his laſt Harveſt ; he poured out his Spirit upon 
them by extraordinary Gifts, without which they could not 
Work : and why may we not think he will do it again ? 
The /ame Promiſe of the Father, by Vertue of which the 
Spirit was then given, for any Thing I know, ſtill remains 
good, and is not out of Date, nor fully accompliſhed till this 
Work be done alſo. And if we pray the Lord of the Har- 
veſt to ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt, he will do it, 
tho? we cannot tell who or what they will be. 

And when this Harveſt is over, CnzisT hath another Har- 
veſt ; and this is a great Harveſt too : and this muſt be done 
with other Inſtruments, Swords and Sickles, Chap. 3. 10.13: 
Plawſhares muſt be beaten into Swords, and Pruning-hooks 
into Spears : when their Wickedneſs is great, then theHar- 
veſt is ripe ; and then put in the Sickle. We have a fur- 
therDiſcription of this Harveſt Rev. 14.16; where CarsT 
is brought in, or repreſented to us, ſitting on a Cloud with 2 
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_ ſharp Sickle in his Hand ; and an Angel crying to him, 
thruſt in thy Sickle, and reap, for the Harveſt of the Earth 
7s ripe ; and he that ſat on the Cloud thruſt in his Sickle, 
and the Earth was reaped. | 
The ſame "Thing is ſignified to us both by Foel and 7ohn 
by 2 LV :ntage, and the Cry of an Angel to him that had the 
ſharp Sickle, to thruſt in his Sickle and gather the Cluſtors 
of the Vine of the Earth, for her Grapes are fully ripe ; 
ana the Angel thruſt in his Sickle into the Earth, and gather- 
ed the Vine of the Earth, and caſt it into the great Wine- 
preſs of the Wrath of God ; and the Wine-preſs was trod- 
den without the City ; and Blood camg out of the W ine-prefſs, 
even unto the Florſe Bridles, by the Space of a T houſand and 
fix Hungred Furlongs. And this I underſtand to be the 
great and terrible Day of the Lord, of which the Prophet 
ns in this Context ; and the Battle of the great Day of 
od Almighty, Rev. 16. 14; mentioned alſo Zec. 14.2.3, 
and elſewhere in Scripture. But of this I have written 
more fully when we ſpake of the great Battle of Gag and 
. Mageg, to which the Reader is reterred : and this 1 con- 
ceive will be the pouring out of the laſt Vial, when the 
great Voice ſhall be heard out of the T emple of Heaven and 


from the T hrane, ſaying, IT 18 DONE | 


Thus although TI have written but a little, yet it is more 
than I intended when TI firſt began, but not half ſo much as 
might have been written to every one of theſe Things, nor 
by tar what hath been written by others upon theſeSubjedts : 
| but T would not impoſe upon any Man's Underſtanding, 
nor be offended with .fuch as are otherwiſe minded : yet 
they may do well, without Prejudice, impartially to ſearch 
the Scriptures, and ſee whether theſe Things be fo or no ? 

And now for a CoxcLusown, I ſhall propoſe ſome uſeful 
Confiderations touching what hath been mentioned in this 
Diſcourſe. And, firſt, we may take Notice, by this little 
ECD, how much and how many great Things God hath yet 
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to do in the World ; how much of the Prophetical Part of 
the Scripture is yet unfulfilled ; how many great and glo- 
rious Things are yet unaccompliſhed, which are to be done 
now in this laſt Age of theWorld ; in theDeliverance of his 
Church & People out of the Hands of all their Adverſaries, 
Power, and the Deſtruftion of all the Enemies of Chriſt and 
his Kingdom ; in bringing about all his glorious Defigns, 
which he hath purpoſed in himſelf, and hath promiſed the 
Accompliſhment of for his own Glory, and the Advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Chriſt in this orgs when all the 
Kingdoms of this World, ſhall be his, ar 0 ſhall reign, 
and his Name be great from the riſing ofthe Sun to the 
going down of the fame : a little, and but a little thereof, 
hath been hinted in this Diſcourſe. | p 

I further propoſe, that ſeeing theſe Things, and many 
Things more which might be named, muſt come to pals; 
what Manner of Perſons ought we to be in all holy Conver- 
fation and Godlineſs ? Looking for, and haſtening to,. the 
Coming of the Day of God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that we may be found'of him in Peace, without Spot and 
Blameleſs at his Appearing, and be like good Servants, 
having our Loins girt and our Lights burning ; waiting for 
the Coming of their Lord ; and looking for that bleſſed 
Hope, and the glorious Appearance of the great God and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : and bleſſed is that Servant whom, 
when his Lord cometh, he ſhall find fo doing ! 

I likewiſe propoſe to Conſideration, that it 1s a great Duty 
incumbent on al/ Chriſtians at all T mes, not only to watt, 
but to watch. Hardly any Duty more preſt in Scripture 
than this ; Chriſt foreſeeing that wiſe Virgins as well as 
fooliſh would be apt to: /umber and fleep, when he ſhould 
come, 'This watching is that which is in dire& Oppoſition 
to carnal Security : we ſhall give a few Inſtances. The 
Apoſtle 1 The/' 5.6, ſpeaking of the Day of the Lord 
Coming as a Thief, he warns them to watch and-be ſober. 
, Ly#,21.36, Chriſt, upon the ſame Conſideration, gives = 
bod — like 
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like Council, watch & pray, that ye may be counted worthy 
to ſtand before the Son of Man : And Mart 13. 33, Chriſt 
gives Caution, to take Heed watch and pray ; tor ye know 
not when the "Time is; and ver. 35, watch ye therefore ; 
for ye know not when the Maſter of the Houſe cometh : 
Again, Moat. 24. 42, watch therefore ; for ye know not 
what Hour your Lord doth come : all which implieth, that 
Chriſt would come in ſuch a 'Time, when the World would 
be _ : at Midnight was the Cry made, behold the 
Bridegroom cometh ; in a Time wherein he is not looked 
for ; andin a'Fjme of general Security,when Men ſhall' fay 
Peace and Safety, and as a Snare that Day will come on all 
them that dwell on the Earth, God hath made every Mar 
a Watchman; Mark 13.37, T hat which TI ſay unto you 
T fay unto all, waTcn : but ſome are fo in a ſpecial Manner, 
; by Office ; and tis very dangerous for tho/e to ſleep, and 
: cauſe others ſo to do by their Example : the evil Servant 
did not fay in his Heart, that his Lord would never come ; 
but he thought (as many good Servants now do) that it 
| would be a great While firſt ; not till the general Judgment, 
Ts and then he knew he would come. Oh let none of Chriſt's 


and ſimite your fellow Servants who are in Expectation of 

him. You ſhould be always ready; or your Lord will 

come in an Hour ye think not of. And this Coming is not 

meant only by Death, or, in any other Way of common 
& Providence; for ſo he is always Coming, and ever hath 

'$ been ; tho? this may be alſo intended : but there is aComing 
of his in an extraordinary Way ; I mean a perſonalComing, 
when he will not come alone, but bring all his Saints with 
him : and he hath told us fo, Zec.4.5; and told us alſo, 
why he will come, and what he will do at his Coming ; that 
tis for the Perdition of ungodly Men, 2 Pet. 3.7 ; and to 

' execute Judgment on them all, Fude 15 ; and to ſet up his }. 
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good Servants fay, as he did, my Lord delays his Coming, - 


Kingdom which he is gone to receive, and to return. Theſe 
are ſome of the great Buſineſſes about which he comes : and this - } 


being * 
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| being over,” 1 do not know but that he may withdraw his - 
] | bodily Preſence, 'and leaye the Government of hisKingdom 
to his Saints : for I ſee no Scripture Grounds for his per- - 

| ſonal Preſence any longer. Sure I am, that when he comes 
' | to the general Judgment, he will come from Heaven : and 
| this is that Kingdom the Fews are in ExpeRation of, and 
'| which is fo little, teo little raken Notice of by Chriſtians. 
| But fome may ſay, what doth this concern us ? we are 
never like to live- to ſee this Coming of Chriſt. To them 
4 a Chriſt did long ago, of that Day and Hour knoweth 

an. I 

" And now what Matter of Foy and Rejotcing is this to 
all thoſe that lope the Lord Feſus Chriſt in Sincerity. Tho? 
| they have never ſeen him with their bodily Eyes ; yet be- 
| lieving, rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory : 
| who now ſee him but darkly in the Glaſs of the Gofpel,. 
.- What Joy and Rejoicing may we think there will be when 
- we ſhall ſee him Face to Face ? when he ſhall appear we 
'ſhall be like him and ſee him as he is, 1 Zobn 3.2; ſee 
him in all his glorious Excellencies and PerfeCtions ; ſee 
him Coming in the Clouds of Heaven with Power and 


great Glory the ſecond Time, without Sin to our Salvation ; 


$, fee him that hath loved us and ſhed his Blood for us, borhe 
| the Curſe and Wrath of God for us, and is' now appearing 
'. as an Advocate with the Father for us! Oh what a Heart- 
| raviſhing Sight will this be to every ſincere Soul ! Abraham 
| aw bur alittle in Comparifon of this, and that afar of, and 
| he rejoiced and was glad, 7oh. 8. 56. And how did 7o# 


comfort himſelf in this, in the midſt of all his Miſery, that 


i he knew his Repeees lived, and that he ſhould ſtand in 
): the latter Day upon the Earth, and that in his Fleſh he 
2M. fhould ſee Gop, and that his Eyes fhould behold him and 
| Dot another, Fob 19. 25. 26! How were the Diſciples ra- 
Lvithed with but a Glimpſe of his'Glory which they were 
*Eyec Witneſſes of, when they were wigh him ih the Hol 
Mount,z Per.1; Mzt.17.4 | And good old Simeon was 4 | 
ww. | _  tranſ} ported 
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| - "tranſported with. the Sight of him' in i; Days of. La Fleſh; . 
and when a Child, that he deſi red, to Jive no [Baer ! And 
tis but a little While, before. hg "that, ſhall come, will come, 
. and will not tarry! Oh then all 1 ye his Saints lift up your 
Heads; for your Redemption Gdraweth nigh, and comfort 
yourſelves with theſe Words. 

And. now t& couclude ; what t&mains but that ve pray 
with greateſt Inſtancy and [mportunity, - and that continu | 
ally, for the Accompliſhment of all theſe Things ; pray 

that CygisT's Armgdom may come, that his Witl may be 
done in Earth as it is in Heaven; pray for the Peace of 
Feruſalem ; keep not Silence Day norNight, give theLord © 
no Reſt; till he make Feruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth ; pray 
for the Coming of the new Feruſalem down from Heav en; 
pr ay for the Deſtruftion of the Kingdom of Darkneſs; pray 
or the bringing in both of /Zervs and Gentiles to the 'Obe- 

dience of the Goſpel, that there may be one Sheep-fold 
under one Shepherd Jzsus CurisT : to,this End pray that 
the Spirit may be poured out from on High ; pray that the 
Times of: refreſhing may come from the Preſence of the 
"Lord, when God will ſend Jesus ; pray for the Times of 
the Reſtitution of all Things, AST. 3. 21; pray for the 
Accompliſhment of all Promiſes, and for fulfilling of all 
Propheſies ; pray for the Coming of -CuxtsT : let theSpirit 
and Bride fay come / Let him that' heart ſay come, TI. 
add, Let him that readeth this, fay.come ! Rev. 22.17 : 
and the. Anfeer will be, Behold I come quickly, ver. 7 ; and 
behold I come quickly, ver. 12:; and my Reward 1s with me, 
ſurely Þ come UL 1ckly; ver. 20 ;, quickly, quickly, quickly: 
Amen | Yen Domine, Jesu, vent Cito / 

So prays thy poor umoorthy Creature, 

T he Author of this Diſcourſe ; | 

Writien with his own Hland, — 

In the Severity Ninth Year 9" h:s Ane, 

And in the Year of our Logp, 1687.) . 
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